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Awards  Presented,  Events  Planned 
At  75th  Anniversary  Pot  Luck  Dinner 


Photo  hy  MarUne  Iran 

Senator  Milton  Marks  and  wife  Carotene  present  WCC  Executive 
Director  Julie  Kavanagh  with  a  plaque  honoring  the  Community 
Center's  75th  anniversary  as  WCC  Board  President  Herman  Jones 
and  board  member  Ricardo  DeAlba  look  on. 

and  Order  at  Geneva  Towers 


By  A  dam  Pi  ok 

Three  years  ago,  Geneva  Towers 
looked  like  a  war  zone.  Drug  dealing 
and  violence  had  taken  over  the  20- 
story  low-income  housing  complex  in 
San  Francisco's  Visitacion  Valley. 

But  today,  some  tenants  say,  Geneva 
Towers  has  become  more  like  a  police 
state.  The  John  Stewart  Co.  (JSC), 
which  took  over  the  complex  in  1991, 
introduced  heavy  security  measures 
and  evicted  many  of  the  original 
tenants.  More  are  expected  to  be  out 
before  JSC  finishes  its  planned  $50  mil- 
lion rehabilitation  of  the  two-tower 
complex  at  1001  Sunnydale. 

Despite  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Housing  and  Urban  Development 
(HUD)  policy  of  encouraging  tenant 
managementand  eventual  ownershipof 
the  federally  subsidized  low-income 
housing,  tenant  activists  say  in  Geneva 
Towers  that  strategy  is  losing  a  race  with 
the  all-too-familiar  paattern  of 
"rehabilitating"  a  troubled  low-income 
urea  by  getting  rid  of  the  people  w  ho  live 
there. 

"Just  like  the  Fillmore  is  no  longer 
the  Fillmore  but  the  Western  Addition 
-  if  attention  isn't  given  to  the  current 
residents  of  Geneva  Towers,  they  won't 
survive"  as  tenants  of  the  housing  com- 
plex, Kathy  Pern,'  said.  Perry  is  a  tenant 
who  orked  on  the  resident  management 
of  Northridge,  another  HUD  sub- 
sidized building. 

Until  1991,  Geneva  Towers  was 
owned  by  a  limited  partnerhip,  of  hich 
Bruce  Rozet  was  general  partner.  The 
owners  collected  subsidies  for  low-in- 
come tenants  under  the  federal  Section 
8  program.  But  HUD  officials  and 
tenants  agree  that  the  owners  neglected 
maintenance,  provided  minimum 
security,  and  many  times  made  little  ef- 
fort to  collect  rent  from  the 
predominantly  African  American  resi- 
dents. 

Drug  dealers  moved  in;  by  1991, 
when  the  complex  chalked  up  at  least 
two  shootings  a  month,  HUD  forclosed 


and  turned  management  of  Geneva 
Towers  over  to  the  John  Stewart  Co. 
This  marked  the  first  time  HUD 
forclosed  on  a  project  because  of  con- 
ditions there,  not  because  of  financial 
problems.  In  turn,  JSC  hired  Beijing 
Security,  a  private  company  owned  by 
Leroy  Henry,  a  20-year  veteran  of  the 
San  Francisco  Police  Department,  and 
staffed  mainly  by  off-duty  San  Francis- 
co and  Berkeley  police  officers. 

Since  JSC  and  Beijing  took  over,  ac- 
cording  to  SF  Police  Department 
records,  calls  and  reports  of  violent 
crime  -  shootings  and  assaults  -  in 
Geneva  Towers  have  dropped  more 
than  80  percent,  maintenance  is  per- 
formed regularly,  and  JSC  has  sub- 
mitted a  $50  million  rehabilitation  plan 
to  HUD.  But  for  some  tenants,  the 
change  came  at  a  high  price:  mass  evic- 
tions and  a  lock-down  security  system 
staffed  by  heavily  armed  guards. 

Since  July,  three  tenants  have  filed 


byLenAppiano 

Special  awards,  good  food  and  a 
spicy  live  music  were  the  highlights  of 
the  75th  Anniversary  Visitacion  Valley 
Community  Center  Potluck  Dinner 
held  in  the  auditorium  on  the  evening  of 
March  13. 

Two  awards  were  presented  to  the 
center  in  commemoration  of  its  lon- 
gevity and  dedicated  service  to  the  bet- 
terment of  the  valley. 

Festivities  began  with  Executive 
Director  Julie  Kavanagh  delivering  a 
stirring  speech  on  the  center  s  history 
and  its  beloved  late  founder  Florence 
Friedman.  Early  center  supporters  in- 
cluded the  Wormser  family.  Mrs.  M. 
Meyerfeld.  Mayor  Angelo  Rossi,  the 
Schlage  Lock  Company  founders  and 
their  employees,  and  Charles  A.  Louis. 

Leading  in  the  celebration  were 
Board  President  Herman  Jones,  with 
Bonnie  Bamberg  and  Ricardo  DeAlba. 
board  members  and  co-chairs  of  the 
75th  Anniversary  Celebration  Commit- 
tee. 

Following  a  delicious  spaghetti  din- 
ner prepared  by  Gail  Ardrey  with  the 
assistance  of  John  Coleman,  a  very 
productive  meeting  was  held  to  plan 
community  events  for  the  rest  of  the, 
year. 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  2 


lawsuits  in  state  Superior  Court  alleging 
brutal  beatings  by  security  guards  at 
Geneva  Towers,  ceording  to  tenant 
lawyer  Robert  Noel,  several  more  suits 
are  on  the  way. 

ROUGH  STUFF 

Elzie  Byrd,  a  senior  citizen  ans  an 
elected  member  of  the  Geneva  Towers 
Resident  Council,  filed  a  suit  alleging 
that  security  guards  beat  him  on  Nov. 
11,  1991,  when  he  and  his  two  sons 
returned  home  to  find  security  guards 
beating  several  unarmed  and  hand- 
cuffed teenagers  with  billy  clubs  in  the 
hallway  outside  his  apartment.  Ac- 
cording to  Byrd's  suit,  the  guards 
turned  their  attack  on  him  and  bis  sons 
afterthey  protested  the  treatmentof  the 
teenagers.  Byrd  said  he  sustained  per- 
manent damage  to  his  hips  and  his 
lower  back,  and  now  walks  with  a  cane. 
A  spokesperson  forSL  Luke's  Hospital 
CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  8 


Muni  Seeks  Opinions 
From  Valley  Residents 
At  WCC  Meeting 

Residents,  businessmen  and  workers 
in  Visitacion  Valley  are  invited  to  par- 
ticipate in  a  workshop  on  transit  im- 
provements being  considered  for  the 
Bayshore  Corridor. 

Scheduled  for  Friday,  April  30,  from 
6:00to  8:00p.m.  at  the  Community  Cen- 
ter, 66  Raymond  Ave.,  the  workshop  is 
a  follow-up  to  a  January  25  meeting 
where  MUNI's  project  team  presented 
an  overview  of  the  study  and  transit  al- 
ternatives being  evaluated  for  possible 
implementation  in  the  Bayshore/Third 
Street  corridor  of  San  Francisco. 

Similar  neighborhood  workshops 
are  being  held  April  12  on  Potrero  Hill 
and  April  15  in  the  Bayview/Hunters 
Point  area. 

These  neighborhood  workshops  will 
give  residents  and  merchants  an  oppor- 
tunity to  hear  what  the  study  team  has 
found  so  far  in  its  evaluation  of  various 
transit  alternatives. 

Participants  will  then  work  in  small 
groups  with  team  members  where  they 
will  be  able  to  share  their  ideas  about 
which  of  the  transit  proposals  best  ful- 
fills the  study's  goals  and  objectives,  and 
meets  the  community's  needs. 

MUNI  lines  9, 15  and  56  (all  disabled 
accessible)  service  the  area.  The  meet- 
ing hall  and  rest  rooms  are  wheelchair 
accessible.  Those  who  attend  the 
workshops  are  requested  to  refrain 
from  wearing  perfume,  shaving  lotion 
and  other  scented  products  so  that  per- 
sons with  environmental  illnesses  can 
participate. 

A  half-cent  sales  tax  approved  by 
San  Franciscans  in  1989  for  transporta- 
tion improvements  provides  the  fund- 
ing for  this  stud)'.  The  Bayshore  cor- 
ridor and  the  Geary  Street  corridor 
have  both  been  identified  by  the  City  as 
top  pronties  for  transit  improvements. 

The  Bayshore  Transit  Study  will  be 
completed  near  the  end  of  the  year. 
Additional  community  meetings  will  be 
held  in  July  and  September. 

CoB&aannitjr  Mooting 
Win  Focus  on  Police 

Church  of  the  Visitacion  is  sponsor- 
ing a  community  meeting  on  Saturday, 
April  3,  at  10:(X)'a.m.  in  the  church  hall 
at  701  Sunnydale  Ave. 

San  Francisco  Supervisor  Terrance 
Hallinan  will  join  a  deputy  police  chief 
and  a  representative  from  the  Mayor's 
Office  to  discuss  increasing  the 
presence  of  police  officers  in  Visitacion 
Valley. 

Both  Potrero  and  IngJeside  Police 
Stations  currently  deploy  one  or  two 
officers  to  Visitacion  Valley  at  various 
times  of  the  day. 

Toot  It  Jewelry  Class 
In  Golden  Gate  Park 

Create  your  own  unique  jewelry 
using  a  range  of  materials  including 
metal  and  enameling.  Class  meets 
Saturdays.  2-  3:30  p.m.  April  2-1  -  May 
15.  Youth  aged  8- 11  years  are  inv  ited  to 
attend.  Fee  is  $13,  pre-registration  re- 
quired. 

Sharon  An  Studio,  on  Bowling 
Green  Drive  between  fang  and  Ken- 
nedy Drives  in  Golden  Gate  Park,  is  a 
facility  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Department  Call  753-7006 
for  more  information. 


Mayor  Brings  C 
To  Residents  at 

Mayor  Frank  Jordan  and  his 
economic  team  brought  woeful  finan- 
cial news  to  Wilson  High  School  March 
IS  in  the  second  of  his  budget  meetings 
held  in  eight  different  neighborhoods 
designed  to  let  the  public  contnbute 
their  ideas.  And  contnbute  they  did 
with  strong  voices  against  job  losses, 
service  cuts,  reduced  library  hours  and 
fare  hikes. 

With  the  held  of  simple  charts  and 
graphs,  Jordan  announced  that  San 
Francisco  is  facing  the  grim  reality  of  a 
$184  million  budget  deficit,  a  severe 
problem  brought  about  by  an  increase 
in  City  services  and  the  loss  of  at  least 
S70  million  in  state  funds. 

Having  to  be  completed  for  review 
by  the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  June  1, 
he  said  the  task  could  be  accomplished 
by  cutting  2.500  municipal  positions, 
making  government  more  efficient,  and 


rim  Budget  News 
Valley  Meeting 

renegotiating  existing  City  contracts. 
Raises  in  fees,  fines  and  taxes  were 
mentioned  necessary  only  as  a  last 
resort.  Jordan  told  the  audience  that 
fairness  dictated  cutting  costs  in  every 
department,  but  wanted  to  hear  the 
taypayers"  views. 

"I  think  it  is  so  critical  and  important 
that  I'm  reaching  out  to  at  least  eight 
neighborhoods  now  to  be  sure  we  can 
bring  in  as  many  people  as  possible  to 
discuss  the  budget  issues  of  San  Fran- 
cisco," said  Jordan,  who  is  using  the 
successful  man-in-the-audience  style  of 
political  commentator  Noah  Griffin  to 
get  as  many  views  as  possible  in  the  time 
alloted  for  residents'  opinions. 

"It  is  my  strongest  desire  to  preserve 
as  many  services  as  possible  for  our 
citizens." 

Sitting  on  a  five-member  panel  with 
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CALLING  ALL  YOUTH 
14  -  18  YEARS  OF  AGE 

SUMMER  JOB  APPLICATIONS 
WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  AT 
VISITACION  VALLEY 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 
STARTING  APRIL  I,  1993. 
CERTIFICATION  DATES  FOR 
VISITACION  VALLEY 
ARE  APRIL  26,  MAY  10, 
AND  MAY  25,  1993. 
FOR  INFORMATION, 
CALL  B  REND  A  HAYNES 
AT  467-6400. 
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From  Where  I  Sit 
By  Mayor  Frank  Jordan 


New  Bridges  Across  the  Pacific 

As  we  approach  the  21st  century, 
San  Francisco  stands  at  a  crossroads. 
With  an  exploding  Far  East  economy, 
ourcitystandsinthecenterofthevortex 
-  economically  and  geographically. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  next  century 
will  be  named  the  "Pacific  Century,"  and 
our  ability  to  thrive  economically  will 
depend  on  how  we  meet  the  challenges 
of  new  competitive  markets,  trade  bar- 
riers and  new  trade  agreements. 

San  Francisco's  rich  Asian  heritage 
is  our  greatest  strength  in  building 


bridges  of  trade,  commerce  and  culture 
with  nations  of  the  Pacific  Rim.  We 
must  now  move  boldly  forward  if  we  are 
to  establish  ourselves  as  the  primary 
U.S.  city  of  international  trade  and 
commerce  with  the  Far  EasL 

There  is  no  question  that  the  entire 
Pacific  Rim  region  is  in  the  midst  of  an 
economic  explosion  which  will  result  in 
a  dramatic  increase  in  consumption  of 
American  made  goods  and  tech- 
nologies as  well  as  expanded  Asian  in- 
vestment into  the  United  States. 

Locally,  the  businesses  of  Asia  rep- 
resent tens  of  billions  of  dollars  to  the 
Bay  Area  economy.  For  example,  die 
Port  of  San  Francisco's  largest  con- 
tainer shipping  company  is  Taiwan's 
Evergreen  Corporation,  and  the  City's 
largest  bousing  project  currently  under 
construction  is  owned  by  Tuntex  Cor- 
poration of  Taiwan. 

In  order  for  San  Francisco  to  capital- 
ize on  this  trend,  w  e  must  establish  San 
Francisco  as  the  primary  location  in 
which  international  transactions  from 
around  the  world,  particularly  those 
from  Asia  and  the  North  American 
Free  Trade  Agreement,  are  initiated, 
facilitated  and  consummated. 

Recently.  I  led  a  delegation  of  30  of 
San  Francisco's  top  business, 
governmental  and  cultural  leaders  to 
the  Far  East.  The  mission  took,  us  to  the 
cities  of  Osaka,  Japan;  Shanghai  and 
Beijing,  China;  Hong  Kong,  Taipei, 


Awards  Presented,  Events  Planned 
At  7f  th  Anniversary  Pot  Lack  Dinner 


FROM  PAGE  I 

Committees  were  formed  to  com- 
mence planning  for:  a  community  raffle, 
Saturday  gardening,  harvest  festival, 
neighborhood  dance,  custom-made  tee 
shirts,  Monte  Carlo-style  Bay  cruise, 
wheel  of  fortune,  a  day  at  the  races,  a 
community  flea  market,  and  a  pancake 
breakfast. 

kwas  also  announced  that  the  ninth 
annual  Visitacion  Valley  Street  Fair 
would  be  held  on  Saturday,  Mav  15, 
1993. 

State  Senator  Milton  Marks  and  his 
wife  Carolene  were  the  center's  special 
guests,  awarding  the  organization  with 
a  commemorative  plaque  declaring 
March  13. 1993 "Visitacion  Valley  Com- 
munity Center  Day  in  San  Francisco." 

A  colorful  piece  of  intricate  straw  art 
depicting  harmony  was  also  presented 
to  the  center  by  Marlene  Tran  from  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Asian  Residents  As- 
sociation. 

Those  in  attendance  were  treated  to 


a  variety  of  more  than  two  dozen 
scrumptious  desserts,  including 
cookies,  pastries,  carrot  cake,  chocolate 
cake,  and  pineapple  upside-down  cake 
while  listening  to  the  mellow  contem- 
porary jazz  selections  of  WCC  Music 
Director  Regi  Oliver  on  saxophone, 
ably  accompanied  on  keyboards  by 
Ramon  Lazo. 

Decorations  for  the  celebration  were 
provided  by  Alma  Taylor,  Daisy  Hee, 
Penny  Padden,  Isabel  Laura  and  WCC 
Senior  Director  Pat  Crocker. 

Efficiently  staffing  the  serving  crew 
were  Delores  Umbarger,  Emma 
Magarrell,  Linda  Burton,  Jackie  Loo 
and  Leonora  Jordan. 


(Ifyoo  wish  to  submit  an  article, 
pictures  or  other  material  for 
publication  in  the  Grapevine, 
please  get  it  in  by  the  20th  of  the 
month  for  the  issue  that  comes 
out  on  the  first  of  the  next  month.) 


Five  \ears  Ago  in  the 
Grapevine 


APRIL  1988 

*  Woodrow  Wilson  High  School's 
band,  under  the  direction  of  director 
Joseph  Smiell,  provided  the  music  when 
the  San  Francisco  Department  of 
Public  Health  joined  the  rest  of  the  na- 
tion and  164  other  countries  around  the 
world  in  celebrating  World  Health  Day 
on  April  7. 

•Former  San  Francisco  Mayor 
George  Christopher  and  his  wife  were 
the  guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Schin- 
del  at  the  Florence  Feiedman  Memorial 
Fund  Dinner  held  to  celebrate  the  70th 
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anniversary  of  the  Community  Center. 

*  Schlage  Lock  donated  $200  to 
sponsor  the  second  panel  of  the  con- 
tinuingCommunity  Center  mural. 

*  Campbell  St.  residents  desired  to 
make  theirstreet  oneway  from  Rutland 
SL  to  San  Bruno  Ave. 

*  Our  Lady  of  the  Visitacion  P.T.G. 
sponsored  its  annual  carnival  starting 
April  29  at  the  church  hall. 

*Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi  met 
with  Visitacion  Valley  residents  at  the 
Senior  Escort  Service  and  listened  to 
the  concerns  of  a  vocal  citizenry. 

•Singing  funny  songs  about  compost 
piles  and  dirt  the  Banana  Slug  Band 
helped  celebrate  the  opening  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School 
garden. 

•San  Francisco  Police  Chief  Frank 
Jordan  announced  that  Captain  John 
Gleeson,  formerly  a  lieutenant  in  the 
Tactical  Division  would  be  promoted  to 
the  top  post  at  Potrero  Station,  while 
the  station's  interim  Captain  Frank 
Reed  became  a  deputy  chief. 

*Three  seperate  fires  of  suspicious 
origin  struck  two  Valley  schools,  as 
Woodrow  Wilson  High  School  suffered 
two  blazes  causing  a  total  of  $25 1,500  in 
damages,  and  El  Dorado  Elementary 
School  had  a  fire  destroying  S1500  in 
school  property. 

•Vandals  climed  the  fence  at  the 
recently  dedicated  Elementary  School 
garden  and  completely  destroyed  the 
planta  and  planter  boxes. 


Taiwan  and  Seoul,  Korea.  The  goal  of 
my  trip  was  to  solidify  San  Francisco's 
business  and  cultural  ties  with  the  Far 
East  While  meeting  with  top  business 
and  government  leaders  in  each  of  the 
cities  I  visited,  I  emphasized  three 
primary  assetswhich  make  San  Francis- 
co a  natural  gateway  to  the  Pacific  Rim, 
including  its  thriving  service  industry: 
it's  ideal  proximity  to  the  Pacific  Rim; 
and  its  ethnically  diverse  population. 

San  Francisco's  ethnically  diverse 
population  provides  a  wealth  of  inter- 
national contacts  and  relationships  few 
other  cities  can  enjoy.  The  citizens  of 
San  Francisco  are  themselves  key  ties  to 
government  and  business  decision 
makers  in  the  Pacific  Rim.  According 
to  statistics  from  the  recent  U.S.  Cen- 
sus, San  Franciscans  of  Asian  ancestry 
comprise  over  29  percent  of  the  City's 
entire  population  and  it  is  estimated 
that  this  figure  will  reach  37  percent  by 
the  year  2000. 

The  main  focus  of  my  trip  to  the  Far 
East  was  to  solidify  business  and  cul- 
tural ties,  thereby  establishing  San 
Francisco  as  the  primary  U.S.  city  of 
international  trade  and  commerce  with 
the  Pacific  Rim.  However,  we  did  gain 
some  immediate  and  direct  economic 
benefits  as  a  result  of  the  mission,  in- 
cluding expanded  airline  service  for  San 
Francisco  International  AirporL  ship- 
ping business  for  the  Port  of  San  Fran- 
cisco and  commitments  from  Asian 
businesses  to  invest  in  San  Francisco. 
The  Far  East  Mission  proved  to  be  a 
major  step  towards  renewing  San 
Francisco's  international  status,  and  1 
wil  continue  my  hand  to  our  neighbors 
in  the  Pacific  Rim. 

Our  recent  privately  funded  Trade 
and  Friendship  Mission  to  the  Far  East 
created  new  opportunities  and  ties  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  the  booming 
economies  of  the  Pacific  Rim. 

I  am  so  gratified  by  the  warm  greet-, 
ings  we  received  in  the  five  cities  we 
traveled  to,  and  I'm  energized  by  the 
exciting  new  opportunities  that  lie 
ahead.  This  trip  was  the  first  step  to 
establishing  a  dynamic  new  relationship 
with  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  Pacific. 

Yes,  our  mission  produced  tangible 
economic  and  cultural  benefits  for  our 
city  that  will  last  for  years: 

•  We  were  assured  by  hong  Kong 
GovernorChristopher  Patten  that  busi- 
ness ties  between  San  Francisco  and 
Hong  Kong  will  be  strengthened,  even 
after  the  Chinese  take  over  in  1997. 

*  San  Francisco  received  a  $40,000 
donation  from  Kinki  Nippon  Railroad 
of  Osaka  toward  the  renovation  of  the 
Peace  Plaza  in  Japantown. 


1  China  Airlines  announced  it  will 
expand  service  and  offer  daily  flights  to 
San  Francisco  International  Airport 
within  a  year.  Also.  Taipei-based  EVA 
Air  is  planning  direct  service  to  SFO. 
Cathay  Pacific  will  also  eventually 
return  to  SF  O. 

'  Hong  Kong  movie  star  Jackie  Chan 
announced  he  will  bring  his  production 
company  to  San  Francisco  to  produce 
three  films. 

*  Shanghai  has  promised  to  lend  us 
an  exhibit  for  our  new  Asian  Art 
Museum.  Also,  Shanghai  has  donated 
3,000  Chinese-language  books  for  our 
Main  Library. 

♦  Hong  Kong's  999  Nan  Feng  Phar- 
maceutical will  open  its  first  American- 
based  operation  in  San  Francisco. 

*  The  Seoul  Metropolitan  Govern- 
ment will  be  sending  a  highly  valued 
exhibit  of  ancient  Korean  art  anJ  ar- 
tifacts to  be  shown  at  the  new  Asian  Art 
Museum. 

•  We  rededicated  our  San  Francisco 
Trade  Office  in  Taipei  that  had  been 
left  dormant  and  unstaffed.  Already, 
new  investors  have  announced  their  in- 
tention in  invest  in  San  Francisco. 

These  are  important  accomplish- 
ments for  our  city,  and  it  came  at  very 
little  cost  to  the  government.  We  have 
made  lasting  friendships  overseas  that 
will  be  cultivated  to  San  Francisco's 
benefit  With  nearly  3  third  of  our  resi- 
dents being  Asian  and  Pacific  Islander 
these  achievements  mean  more  than 
business. 

With  increasing  competition  from 
our  fellow  West  Coast  cities  for  Asian 
business,  we  musr  rely  on  our  rich  Asian 
culture  here  in  San  Francisco  to  guide 
us  to  a  leadership  position  on  the  pacific 
Rim. 

Fortune  Magazine,  which  recently 
ranked  San  Francisco  the  third  best  city 
in  the  nation  for  global  competitiveness 
(above  Los  Angeles).  Fortune  at- 
tributed San  Francisco's  high  ratine  to 
its  international  presence,  proximity  to 
the  Pacific  Rim.  quality  labor  force, 
transportation,  outstanding  research 
facilities  and  the  Bay  Area's  mix  of  high- 
tech, high  finance  and  high  culture.  We 
also  got  points  for  healing  some  of  the 
political  factionalizarion. 

I  wouldn't  have  this  confidence  if  it 
wasn't  for  the  support  of  the  business 
community  and  a  strong  Asian- 
American  foundation  here  at  home. 
They  bring  to  our  city  a  wealth  of  inter- 
national contacts  and  relationships  few 
other  cities  enjoy.  The  citizens  of  San 
Francisco  are  the  city's  key  to  govern- 
ment and  business  decision  makers  in 
the  Pacific  Rim. 
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THE  AD  BELOW, 
PRINTED  IN  THE 
FEBRUARY  ISSUE  OF  THE  GRAPEVINE, 
HAD  THE  WRONG  HOURS  FOR  THE 
DISPOSAL  OF  OIL  AT  SANITARY  FILL.. 


Visitacion  Valley 

Exxon  Service  Station  #7 
2950  San  Bruno  Avenue 
(800)  732-1100  FREE 

Bayview  Hunters  Point 

Sanitary  Fill 
501  Tunnel  Avenue 
Mon  -  Fri  7  a.m.  to  6  p.m. 
Sat  Sun  8  a.m.  to  4:30  p.m. 
468-2442 

FREE.  Limit  to  20  gallons  per  visit. 

Household  Hazardous  Waste  hours: 
Thurs,  Fri  &  Sat  8:00  -  4:00 
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Mayor  Heart  Opinions  at  Budget  Meeting 


Mayor  Frank  Jordan  joined  community  leaders  to  listen  to  resident's 
views  during  the  City  budget  meeting  held  at  Wilson  High  School. 

Mayor  Brings  Grim  Budget  News 
To  Residents  at  Valley  Meeting 


PROM  PAGE  1 

the  Mayor  were  Marlene  Tran  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Asian  Residents  As- 
sociation, Joel  Tate  of  the  El  Dorado 
School  Betterment  Council.  Executive 
Director  Julie  Kavanagh  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center, 
Kevin  Williams,  the  Mayor's  Chairman 
of  Economic  Development  for  the 
Bayview/Hunters  Point  Districts,  and 
Terrance  Richardson  of  the  Providence 
Church. 

When  the  board  members  were 
asked  what  they  felt  was  of  most  vital 
financial  concern,  each  answered  with  a 
different  reply. 

Tran,  an  instructor  of  English  with 
City  College  and  the  S.F.  Unified 
School  District,  cited  the  need  for 
public  safety  while  strongly  opposing 
the  projected  25  percent  fare  hike. 

Williams  suggested  that  various  City 
departments  could  be  rated  in  perfor- 
mance to  determine  future  budget  con- 
siderations. A  Wilson  High  School 
alumnus,  he  also  mentioned  he  was 
"devastated"  by  graffiti  scribbled  on 
walls  near  the  school  he  once  proudly 
attended. 

Richardson  stressed  the  need  for 
young  people's  support  groups.  "We're 
losing  great  citizens,"  he  said,  "because 
there's  nothing  in  the  future  for  our 
youth." 

Kavanagh  felt  San  Francisco  should 
prioritize  its  needs  for  efficiency  in 
government,  while  Tate  believed  the 
City  should  streamline  its  departments. 


As  members  of  the  audience  ex- 
pressed their  various  views,  Jordan  sat 
quietly  and  took  detailed  notes  of  all  the 
commentary.  He  later  read  some  of  the 
ideas  back  for  clarification,  and  shared 
'  residents'  opinions  given  him  the  pre- 
vious Saturday  at  the  Marina  Middle 
School. 

"I  need  and  I  value  highly  your 
thoughts,"  he  said  while  explaining  that 
budget  procedure  had  to  be  conducted 
within  the  restrictions  of  the  City 
Charter  mandate,  a  complicated  system 
the  mayor  hopes  to  simplify  by  submit- 
ting several  charter  amendments  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  placement  on 
the  November  ballot.  He  also  said  he'd 
.  favor  additional  scheduling  of  meetings 
if  more  citizen  input  was  needed. 
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PALACE  PHARMACy 

2800  Geneva  Ave.,  Daly  City,  CA.  94014 
(415)  467-5232 

VISITACION  VALLE\I  PHARMACy" 

100  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  CA.  94134 
(415)  239-5811 


OLIVER  LEE,  pharm.d 
JOHN  LEE,  PHARM.D. 
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we  serve  with  honesty  &  dependability 
FOR  YOU  -  we  buy,  sell,  trade, 
rent,  manage 

HENRY  SCHINDEL 

Real  Estate  Broker 

91  Leland  Avenue  239-5850 
San  Francisco  94134 


Residents  of  Visitacion  Valley  and 
the  Baview  and  Hunters  Point  neigh- 
borhoods vocalized  their  opinions  to 
Mayor  Jordan  at  the  March  18  meeting, 
giving  him  plenty  of  ideas  to  consider 
before  the  new  budget  is  finalized  in  a 
few  months. 

Shirletha  Holmes-Boxx  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center 
feels  neighborhood  youth  is  not  ade- 
quately considered  in  any  municipal 
matters.  "I  would  like  to  see  more 
money  put  into  youth  and  family  ser- 
vices," she  said.  "Let's  get  our  children 
involved  in  constructive  activities  that 
will  keep  them  off  the  streets  where 
they're  involved  in  negative  behavior. 
That  way,  we'll  see  a  decrease  in 
violence." 

Another  valley  resident  who  lived 
just  a  few  blocks  from  the  meeting  at 
Wilson  High  School  and  debated 
whether  to  walk  or  drive  for  fear  of 
safety  suggested  that  a  three-didgit 
number,  similar  to  the  c  :cen  publicized 
911,  could  be  set  up  to  alert  police  to 
non-emergencies. 

Ron  Jones,  a  transit  supervisor  rep- 
resenting Transport  Workers  Local 
Union  200,  and  editor  of  the  Bay  Shore 
Monthly  magazine,  feels  Muni  could 
save  on  operating  costs  by  eliminating 
routes  which  are  duplicated  on  some 
streets.  "There  doesn't  seem  to  be 
much  emphasis  on  revenue  depriva- 
tion," he  said  in  reference  to  the 
system's  broken  fare  boxes,  and  the  loss 
of  fares  to  people  illegally  selhng  stolen 
transfers  to  riders.  Jones  suggests  Muni 
could  lower,  rather  than  raise  the  fare 
by  eliminating  the  transfers  altogether, 
thus  saving  the  printingexpense,  and  set 
the  fare  at  fifty  cents  per  line  boarded. 

Another  Muni  employee  mentioned 
the  need  to  cocentrate  attention  to  the 
Third  St  area,  claiming  the  proposed 
transit  cuts  would  hinder  the  elderly 
and  children  of  single  parents  depen- 
dant on  public  transportation. 

A  member  of  LInited  Public 
Employees  Local  Union  790  requested 
the  City  make  use  of  what  he  claimed 
was  a  $200  million  airport  surplus, 
balance  the  budget,  and  create,  rather 
than  eliminate  jobs. 


One  Exelsior  district  resident,  quite 
emotional  over  the  planned  drastic  cuts 
of  the  14  Mission  Limited,  26  Valencia, 
52  Exelsior  and  56  Felton  lines  felt  no 
consideration  was  given  to  City's  outly- 
ing neighborhoods,  and  accused  the 
plan  as  consituting  "economic  and 
transportation  racism." 

Speaking  through  an  interpreter, 
Henry  Choy  of  the  Visitacion  Valley 
Residents'  Association  expressed 
crimeas  a  matter  of  great  concern.  "We 
sincerely  hope  that  the  Mayor  can  put 
adequate  police  coverage  in  the  neigh- 
borhood." he  said,  and  reminded  the 
audience,  "We  have  a  beautiful  sky  and 
fresh  air,  but  we  dare  not  go  out  to 
breathe." 

Richard  Becker  of  the  All  People's 
Congress  for  Movement  Assembly  sug- 
gested implementation  of  a  tax  on  local 
stock  transactions.  "Let's  make  all 
those  who  profit  from  this  city  pay!"  he 
remarked. 

Representing  the  Hod  Carriers 
Local  Union  36  was  a  worker  who  sug- 
gested the  City  put  local  youth  to  work, 
rather  than  pay  outside  contractors. 

A  member  of  the  Carpenters'  Local 
Union  22  cited  section  7.204D  from  the 
city  charter,  claiming  there  was  no  en- 
forcement of  the  "City  money  jobs" 
clause,  which  he  said  requires  non-resi- 
dent City  workers  to  pay  local  taxes.  He 
explained  that  only  30  percent  of  the 
employees  at  S.F.  General  Hospital 
lived  within  the  city  limits. 

One  man  stood  up  and  bluntly  re- 
quested that  at  least  one  branch  library, 
if  not  preferably  all,  be  kept  open  daily 
from  6:00  a.m.  to  midnight- 

Ayoungcommunityworkerfrom  the 
Bayview-Hunters  Point  area,  noting 
that  there  were  very  few  young  people 
in  the  audience,  explained  that  his 
neigh boringyouth  responded  apatheti- 
cally to  their  future  aspirations  because 
they  "felt  they  are  a  forgotten  society." 

And  in  a  striking  piece  of  prose,  poet 
LarryWare.avolunteerworkerandson 
of  the  Rev.  Billy  Ware  of  the  Third  Bap- 
tist Church,  summed  up  his  feelings  in  a 
poem  titled  "Young  America,  We  Need 
the  Life,"  which  reminds  us  all  that 
today's  youth  will  be  tomorrow's 
leaders. 
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VISITACION  VALLEY 
COMMUNITY  CENTER 
SENIOR  PROGRAM 

Funded  by  S.F.  Commission  on  the  Aging 


Open  365  days  a 
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by  Gintfiam  Red 


NEIGHBORS 

"Ding  ding" went  tbe  unanswered  lit- 
tle bell  sitting  on  a  ready1  counter  facing 
the  greasy  grill  at  the  Snack  'n'  Yack,  as 
Fernando  the  cook  finished  preparing 
several  orders  of  scrambled  eggs  on  a 
busy  Monday  morning.  He  quickly 
turned  back  and  attended  to  his  neat 
little  piles  of  bacon  and  hash  browned 
potatoes,  but  when  he  gazed  at  tbe 
counter  a  minute  later,  there  sat  the 
eggs. 

"Hey,  Bill,  pick  up!"  yelled  Fernando 
with  his  rough,  slightly  accented  voice 
while  again  ringing  the  bell  a  halt-dozen 
times.  "C'mon.  get  the  lead  out!" 

Still  unacknowledged,  he  looked 
around  a  partition  and  over  the  counter 
to  see  the  busboy  and  about  a  dozen  of 
the  coffee  shop's  patrons  staring  at 
something  through  the  large  plate  glass 
window. 

"Hey,  Bill!"  he  again  yelled,  this  time 
loud  enough  to  draw  the  curiosity  of 
Juanita,  the  owner,  from  the  dingy  little 
closet  she  used  as  an  office.  Bill  had 
finally  abandoned  his  post  by  the  win- 
dow and  responded  to  his  summoning. 
He  looked  over  the  counter  past  the 
plates  of  food  to  see  both  six-foot  six 
Fernando,  who  looked  a  little  like 
Ricardo  Montalban  with  a  bit  of  Bob 
Uecker  thrown  in,  and  Juanita,  a  five- 
foot.  250  pound  middle-aged  woman 
with  a  husky  voice  who  always  wore  her 
hair  in  a  bun  and  hid  her  Gargantuan 
figure  beneath  a  mu'umu'u,  staring  at 
him  in  disdain. 

"Uh.  sorry.  sorry,"said  Bill  as  he  scut- 
tled to  get  the  sudden  glut  of  orders 
delivered  to  the  tables. 

Juanita  picked  up  a  skillet  from  the 
stove  and  motioned  it  downward  with 
an  evil  smile  on  her  face  while  saying 
"You  gotta  get  a  mule's  attenrion,  Fer- 
die."  * 

She  then  looked  towards  the  front  of 
the  coffee  shop  to  notice  even  more 
patrons  looking  out  the  window. 
Motioning  the  skillet  towards  the  glass, 
she  inquired,  "And  what's  that  all 
about?- 

"Beats  me,"  answered  Fernando, 
who  spun  tbe  order  wheel  with  one 
hand  while  cracking  eggs  with  the  other. 
"Go  have  a  look." 

Juanita  waddled  to  the  front 
entrance,  and  in  her  characteristic 
semi-sarcastic  tone  indiscriminantly 
asked,  "Something  in  the  street  better 
than  my  food?" 

Several  customers  momentarily 
stopped  their  running  chatter  and 
pointed  at  a  large  moving  van  parked  in 
front  of  the  long-empty  store  next  door 
to  Gene's  Plumbing  shop  where  Doc's 
Fix-It  Shop  had  closed  down  several 
months  earlier.  Parked  behind  the  van 
were  two  vehicles  with  out-of-state 
license  plates,  packed  to  the  hilt  with 
boxes  secured  to  their  roofs  with  old 
fishnets.  Car  trunks  and  doors  were 
wide  open  as  a  handful  of  people  moved 
merchandise  into  the  empty  store. 

"Hmmmm...new  neighbors,"  mum-, 
mbled  Juanita,  as  she  soon  lost  interest 
and  returned  to  the  confines  of  her  little 
office. 

"Lookee  there!  Someone's  a-comin" 
over  here!"  exclaimed  one  old-timer  as 
heandthedozen-or-so  other  customers 
scampered  back  to  their  tables  to 
resume  eating  their  meals.  Several 
newspapers  were  suddenly  unfolded 
and  propped  up  to  demonstrate  simu- 
lated reading  as  the  corners  of  every 
Snack  'n'  Yack  customers'  eyes  focused 
on  the  front  door,  waiting  for  the  new- 
comer to  make  an  appearance. 

Through  the  entrance  walked  a  tall 
rotund  middle-aged  man  wearing  black 
pants  and  a  long  sleeved  white  shin.  He 
stopped  momentarily,  panned  the  inte- 
rior of  the  coffee  shop,  and  with  a  boyish 
smile  walked  up  to  the  front  counter 
where  Daisy  the  waitress  had  just  made 


a  fresh  pot  of  coffee. 

"Howdy,  mam,"  came  a  big  deep 
drawl  reminiscent  of  Senator  Claghorn 
from  Fred  AJIen's  old  radio  program. 
Names  George,  an' we  just  opened  out- 
little  store  yonder  across  the  street  and 
we'd  like  to  get  five  cups  of  your  coffee 
to  go." 

Daisy  quickly  filled  five  paper  cups 
with  coffee  and  put  them  in  a  little 
cardboard  box  while  directing  him  to  a 
small  table  where  cream  and  sugar  were 
available. 

"Welcome  to  Springtown,"  she  said 
while  makingchange  and  offering  him  a 
few  pieces  of  hard  candy  sitting  in  a 
large  jar  next  to  the  cash  register. 

"Why,  thank  you,  mam,"  answered 
George.  He  unwrapped  the  cellophane 
from  a  piece  of  the  confection,  popped 
it  in  his  mouth  and  remarkedin  a  big. 
booming  voice,  "Y'know,  candy  makes 
a  woman  sweet  and  a  man  husky!"  He 
walked  through  the  door  without  stop- 
ping for  condiments,  and  once  outside, 

j  chatter  from  the  patrons  immediately 

1  resumed. 

Later  that  day,  when  the  patronage 
at  the  coffee  shop  eased  up  a  bit,  Fer- 
nando decided  to  take  a  break  from  the 
constant  heat  of  his  grill  and  step  out  the 
back  door  for  a  breather.  Noticing  he 
was  out  of  cigarettes,  Fernando  told 
Juanita  that  he  was  walking  up  to  the 
Wood  leaf  Market  about  a  block  up 
Main  St.  to  "get  a  couple  'a  packs  of 
smokes." 

Strolling  down  the  small  alley  which 
seperated  the  Snack  'n'  Yack  from  the 
adjoining  hardware  store,  he  stopped  at 
the  street  where  he  noticed  a  crudely 
painted  sign  announcing  the  arrival  of 
George's  Grocery  situated  on  the  op- 
posite sidewalk.  Both  the  moving  van 
and  vehicles  parked  in  front  of  the  store 
that  morning  were  now  gone,  and  the 
dirty  plate  glass  windows  which  Doc 
never  seemed  to  care  about  uben  the 
fix-it  shop  was  there  were  now  clean. 

To  appease  his  curiosity,  Fernando 
crossed  Main  St.  and  headed  for  the 
entrance  of  the  new  establishment, 
under  constant  surveilance  of  both 
Gene  and  Jim  McCrabby,  who  had  been 
sneakingly  spyingon  the  newcomers  pe- 
riodically from  the  window  of  Gene's 
shop  next  door.  Graspingthe  handle  on 
the  store's  old  screen  door,  Fernando 
tried  to  pull  it  open,  but  it  wouldn't 
budge.  He  tugged  at  it  a  few  more  times 
before  realizing  that  it  had  been 
secured  with  a  hook  from  the  inside. 

From  a  room  in  the  back  appeared  a 
short  young  man  with  glasses  sporting  a 
most  unpleasant  facial  expression  who 
walked  slowly  to  the  front  of  the  store  • 
and  unhooked  tbe  screen  door.  As  Fer- 
nando stepped  through  the  door,  his 
eyes  were  met  by  crudely  built  wooden  ' 
t shelves  lined  with  assorted  canned 
goods,  spaced  intermittently  with 
loaves  of  bread,  boxes  of  soap,  dry 
cereal  and  disorganized  piles  of  old  Na- 
tional Geographic  magazines.  Floor- 
boards were  vibrating  with  the  grinding 
hum  of  an  old  freezer  just  installed  in 
the  comer  of  the  store.  Conspicuously 
draped  across  the  rear  wall  was  a  Con- 
federate flag  with  a  pair  of  muskets 
mounted  beneath  it 

Fernando's  befuddled  train  of 
thought  was  suddenly  interupted  by  a 
now  familiar  voice  bellowing  from  a  hid- 
den alcove.  "Chester,  don't  unhook  the 
door!  I  don't  want  anybody  in  here  'til 
I  get  dressed!" 

"But  he's  already  in,  paw,"  answered 
the  young  man,  who  bore  a  slight 
resemblance  to  Buddy  Holly,  a  popular 
fifties  rock  and  roll  singer. 

"Dagnabit!"  exclaimed  George,  who 
stepped  from  the  alcove  barefoot  with 
his  suspenders  hanging  down,  laboring 
tediously  to  no  avail  on  a  shirt  tail  hope- 
lessly jammed  in  the  zipper  of  his  pants. 
With  George's  magnificent  entrance 
came  the  other  members  of  the  crew: 
his  wife,  Darlene,  a  short,  thin  woman 
with  her  graying  hair  tied  in  a  ponytail 
wearinghorn-rimmed  glasses;  Walter,  a 
young  man  of  about  20  who  looked  like 
a  young  George  Wallace;  and  Stumpy, 
who  looked  to  be  about  35,  and 
measured  five  feet  from  shoulder-to- 


shoulder  and  five  feet  from  the  ground. 
Lying  in  the  center  aisle  of  tbe  store  was 
an  old  blqpdhound  they  called  Blue. 

"Uh...do  you  sell  cigarettes?"  in- 
quired Fernando,  still  a  bit  amazed  by 
the  miscellany  of  people  and  things. 

"We shore  do! "answered  Darlene.  as 
she  ran  behind  the  counter  to  a  monster 
of  a  cash  register.  "Whatcha  smokin'?" 

"Old  Gold  straights,"  replied  Fer- 
nando. 

Of  the  limited  selection  available  at 
George's  Grocery  that  day,  the  Old 
Gold  brand  was  remarkably  available. 
Darleen  gave  Fernando  the  cigarettes 
and  change  back  from  his  dollar,  while 
remarking,  "Yore  our  first  customer 
here,  an'we'un  all  thank  ye." 

"Oh,  uh,  yeah,  right,  any  time," 
dnswered  Fernando,  as  he  turned  to 
leave  and  was  met  by  a  handshaking  line 
headed  by  George,  w  ho  had  finally  got- 
ten his  fly  zipped  up,  Walter  with  his 
enthusiastic  smile,  Stumpy,  whose 


powerful  handshake  could  probably 
generate  electricity,  and  Chester,  who 
first  paused,  and  then  greeted" their  cus- 
tomer with  a  deadpan  look  his  ex- 
clusively. 

Fernando  crossed  Main  St,  walked 
up  the  alley  and  walked  throught  the 
back  door  of  the  coffee  shop  and  lit  his 
cigarette  as  Juanita  commented,  "Well, 
you  sure  got  up  and  down  tbe  street  fasL 
Whatdidjado?  Run?" 

"Naw,  I  went  to  the  new  store  across 
the  street,"  answered  Fernando. 

"Oh,  the  oflks  with  the  big  truck," 
commented  Juanita.  "Are  they  nice 
people?" 

'Their  cigarettes  cost  a  nickel  more, 
their  store  smells  like  moth  balls,  I  was 
their  first  customer,  and  I  did  not  feel 
comfortable  going  in  there,"  said  Fer- 
nando. "What  more  could  anyone  ask 
for? 

I  like  'em!" 


Visitacion  Valley  Dental  Office 
Albert  Kuan,  DJ>.S. 
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10%  Senior  Discount 
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37  Leland  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134 

Kon.-PH.MDU5.-0fl    Saturfcj  9.-00  U>  LOO 
Phone  239-5500  for  appointment 
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Leland  Locksmith 

200  Leland  Avenue 

587-8403 

SALES  *  SERVICE  *  REPAIRS 
KEYS  MADE  WHILE  YOU  WAIT 

Open  Mon.  thru  Fri.  9  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 
Sat.  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m. 


DAILY  LUNCH  SPECIALS 
CATERING  AVAILABLE 
OPEN  GAME  DAYS 

Hours:  Mon.  thru  Fri,  7.O0  a.m.  to  4.00  p.m. 


Executive  Cafe 

150  EXECUTIVE  PARK  BLVD. 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
AT  SAN  FRANCISCO  EXECUTIVE  PARK 

(415  -  468-0500) 

Tuntex  Properties,  Inc.,  San  Francisco 
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A  _  WHO, WHAT, WHEN, 

Appear  in  a  snap     where, why& how 


Visitation  Valley  Flash  Girls  after-school  support  group  members  caught  candidly  in  an  unstaged 
pose  Include  (left  to  right):  Chanae,  Christine,  Ethea,  Gigi,  Ramea,  Brandy  and  Kevina 


Youth  Learn  the  Business  With  Job  Clubs 


A  new  program,  funded  under  the 
San  Francisco  Childrens'  Amendment, 
has  begun  at  six  Community  Organiza- 
tionsaround  the  City.  The  Visitacion 
Valley  Chapter  meets  from  10:30  a.m. 
to  1:00  p  m.  each  Saturday  morning  at 
50  Raymond  Avenue.  They  have  mef 
twice,  so  far.  and  are  already  thinking  of 
projects  they  can  do  at  the  Visitacion 
Valley  9th  Annual  Street  Fair  (May 
15th)  which  will  help  them  raise  money 
fortheClub. 

Partners  with  WCC  in  this  col- 
laboration are  O.M.I.  Pilgrim  Center, 
Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House,  San 
Francisco  Educational  Services  and 
Young  Community  Developers.  Larry- 
Chew  and  Michelle  Justice  are  the  Job 
Club  Advisors  who  will  work  with  the 
youth,  who  will  learn  how  to  make  a 
business  plan,  how  to  choose  a  business, 
marketing,  what  it  takes  to  start  a  busi- 
ness, what  kinds  of  education  and  train- 
ing are  needed  to  pursue  their  career 
goals,  how  to  get  a  business  license  and 

El  Dorado  Update 

*E1  Dorado  Elementary  Schools 
student  council  is  studying  Roberts' 
Rules  of  Order  and  sharpening  their 
meeting  skills  while  trying  to  create  a 
pleasant  atmosphere  in  the  soon-open- 
ing Parents' Room. 

*  Special  recognition  was  recently 
given  to  to  yard  monitors  Kenny  Os- 
borne, Sophia  Pope,  Chauntil  Bell, 
Damiano  Lige,  Mentoy  Pace,  Jovi  Ba- 
quir.  Crystal  Coats,  Katberine  Dodson, 
Crystal  Newton,  Justine  Pelina, 
Ranielle  Rodrin,  Miriama  Tagalu, 
Teoma  Taylor,  Ruth  Untalan,  Paula 
Yee,  Cirilo  Silva,  and  Marcus  Wheatley. 

*  El  Dorado's  kickball  team  turned  in 
a  wiining  performance  against 
Lafayette  following  a  heartbreaking 
loss  to  West  Portal. 


deal  with  City  Hall,  business  opera- 
tions, handling  finances,  etc.  All  these 
subjects  will  be  tailored  to  the  in- 
dividual needs  of  the  youth  in  each 
group.  If  you  .ire  interested,  and 
wish  to  speak  to  cither  Larry  or 
Michelle,  call  .A7-M00nnd  leave  a  mes- 
sage We  II  put  it  in  their  mailbox,  and 
i hey  will  call  you  back  and  arrange  to 


meel  with  you. 

The  Advisors  are  also  recruiting  a 
group  of  forward-looking  businessper- 
sons  in  the  six  Club  areas  to  serve  as 
members  of  the  Business  Advisory 
Board  to  the  Job  Clubs.  These 
businesspersons  will  work  with  their 
neighborhood  Job  Club  youth  in  the 

CONTINUED  ON  PAGE  B 


Who:  People  of  Sudan 

What:  Threat  of  mass  starvation 

When:  In  recent  years 

Where:  In  the  east  African  nation  of 
Sudan,  adjacent  to  Egypt  and  Ethiopia, 
the  largest  country  on  the  continent 
w  ith  a  population  of  slightly  more  than 
27.000.000  people.  Their  capital  city  is 
Khartoum,  with  a  population  of  about  a 
half-million. 

Why:  Composed  mostly  of  deserts 
with  only  five  percent  of  the  land  suited 
for  agriculture,  Sudan  was  granted 
complete  independence  from  the 
British  on  New  Years  Day  in  1956,  but 
eventually  found  itself  a  divided  nation 
amongst  its  15  provinces:  the  top  12 
'.erritories  politically  ifluenced  by  the 
dominant  Arab-Moslems,  and  the 
southern  three  provinces  a  self-govern- 
ing area  of  predominantly  black  Chris- 
tians and  animists  given  self-rule  in  a 
1972  agreement.  In  the  wake  of  a 
democratic  election  several  years  ago 
which  was  followed  a  few  years  later 
wilh  a  government  overthrow,  the  two 
sides  became  engaged  in  a  civil  war. 
much  to  the  disadvantage  of  their 
countrymen. 

How:  United  Nations  relief  efforts 
began  assisting  the  reportedly  seven 
million  starving  and  sick  people  in  1991 
with  food  and  medical  attention,  but 
were  forced  to  suspend  their  relief  ef- 
forts last  year  when  the  Sudanese 
government  escalated  the  fighting  with 
more  than  50,000  troops,  again 
threatening  the  well-being  of  citizens  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  country. 


Little  Vis  Celebrates  Black  History  Month 
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Members  of  Mrs.  Hales  WES  fourth  grade  class  performed  the 
African  Can  Can  dance  at  the  school 's  black  history  festivities. 


Two  assemblies  were  held  at  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Elementary  School 
auditorium  on  February  25  to  celebrate 
the  accomplishments  of  African- 
Americans  and  their  contributions. 

Dr.  Leland  Yee,  vie*  president  of  the 
Board  of  Education,  gave  some  words 
of  inspiration  to  the  students,  who  were 
treated  to  an  interesting  program  of 
events,  of  which  one  of  the  highlights 


was  Mrs.  Hale's  fourth  grade  class  per- 
forming the  African  Cong  Cong  dance, 
taught  to  them  by  Sister  Gardenia  and 
Brother  Tuanie  of  the  African 
American  Historical  Society. 

Also  joining  these  successful  events: 
Mr.  Hal  Solin,  assistant  superintendent; 
Mr.  Ronald  Colthirst  of  the  Democratic 
Central  Committee  representing  As- 
semblyman John  Burton;  Ms.  Candice 


Dr.  Leland  Yee  spoke  inspiring 
words  to  the  students  of  WES. 

Claussenof  the  S.F.  School  Volunteers; 
Ms.  Julie  Kavanagh.  director  of  the 
Visitacion  Valley  Community  Center; 
and  many  parents  and  community 
members. 

Special  thanks  are  give  to  the  school 
Multicultural  Event  Committee  and 
Mrs.  E.  Hendley  for  coordinating  these 
assemblies. 
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Elephants  Endangered  By  Hunters 


By  Bill  Clark 

Elephant  poachers  are  on  the  run 
across  most  of  Africa.  Wildlife  officials 
are  reporting  major  reductions  in 
poaching  incidents,  and  the  first  steps 
toward  recover)'  of  these  horribly  per- 
secuted animals  are  being  taken. 

Yet.  we  must  avoid  being  overconfi- 
dent because  of  these  encouraging 
developments.  There  are  people  out 
there  who  want  to  resume  the  shooting. 

A  band  of  southern  African 
countries,  led  by  Zimbabwe,  continues 
to  campaign  for  reopening  of  the  ivory 
trade.  And  they  have  many  supporters, 
particularly  in  the  Far  East.  Some 
poachers,  anticipating  an  eventual 
reopening  of  the  ivory  trade,  still  shoot 
elephants  and  hide  the  valuable  ivory  on 
speculation  they  may  negotiate  big 
profits  in  the  future. 

A  drought  in  southern  Africa  has 
complicated  the  issue.  Zimbabwe  has 
been  using  the  natural  disaster  to 
manipulate  world  sympathies.  To 
begin  with,  the  Zimbabwe  Department 
of  National  Paries  and  Wildlife  Conser- 
vation announced  that  they  would  have 
to  "cull"  several  thousands  of  elephants 
and  other  wild  animals  to  prevent  them 
from  "over-browsing"  the  vegetation  in 
Gonarezhou  National  Paric  They  have 
started  shooting  elephants  to  protect 
the  trees. 

To  ease  criticism,  the  Zimbabe 
governmentannounced  it  was  distribut- 
ing meat  from  the  slaughtered  animals 
to  hungry  villagers  on  the  edge  of  the 
park. 

Next,  the  Zimbabwe  government 
started  international  fund  raising  to 
support  a  scheme  to  capture  400young 
elephants  and  other  animals  in 
Gonarezhou,  and  transport  them  "to 
nearby  land  where  food  and  water  are 
more  plentiful." 

It's  allimended  to  sound  reasonable. 
Times  are  tough,  drought  plagues  the 
land,  people  are  hungry,  and  yet  those 
hard-nosed  Zimbabweans  would  have 

us  believe  they  are  such  softies  when  it 
comes  to  infant  elephants. 

But  it  doesn't  add  up.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  Zimbabweans  have  been 
saying  foryears  that  they  have  too  many 
elephants  and  must  kill  large  numbers 
of  them  to  protect  their  habitat  And, 
indeed,  the  Zimbabwe  government  has 
already  slaughtered  tens  of  thousands 
of  elephants  (and  made  a  tidy  profit  on 
ivory  sales  in  the  process).  But  on  the 
other  hand,  they  are  now  in  the  business 
of  raisinghundreds  of  thousandsof  dol- 
lars to  pay  for  translocation  of  a  few 
hundred  elephants  for  "safe  keeping"  on 
nearby  ranches. 

The  inconsistencies  of  this  approach 
are  clear.  But  there  are  issues  of  even 
greater  importance. 

First,  and  most  important,  nature  is 
being  sabotaged.  Drought  is  a  natural 
part  of  African  semi-arid  ecosystems, 
such  as  the  region  where  Gonarezhou  is 
located.  From  time  to  time,  droughts 
impose  rigorous  hardships  on  the 
region.  The  fit  survive  -  and  by  "fit,"  one 
does  not  necessarily  mean  the 
strongest,  or  most  agressive,  or  most 
cunning  -  rather,  it  means  the  animals 
and  plants  which  are  best  adapted  to 
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survive  the  hardship.  This  could  simply 
be  an  animal's  physiological  ability  to 
withstand  prolonged  thirst,  or  a 
capacity  to  maintain  strength  while 
feeding  only  on  poor-quality,  dried-out 
forage,  or  any  of  several  other  factors 
which  cannot  be  determined  by  a  man 
with  an  elephant  rifle.  Does  the  culling 
team  shoot  the  same  individual  animals 
which  otherwise  would  succumb  to  star- 
vation, thirst  or  other  natural  causes? 
Probably  not. 

Publicity  notes  that  the  meat  is  dis- 
tributed to  local  villagers.  What  are  the 
consequences?  Does  the  prospect  of 
free  food  mean  more  and  more  people 
will  gravitate  toward  national  park  bor- 
ders? Will  the  precedent  mean  the 
parks  will  have  to  as  food  larder  when- 
ever there  is  a  drought  ?  When  the  wild 
animals  are  suffering  their  own 
drought-related  burdens,  why  must 
they  also  bear  the  consequences  of 
human  over-population? 

Elephant  meat  is  the  less-valuable 
part  of  the  animal.  The  real  wealth  lies 
in  the  ivory.  And  the  villagers  don't  see 
any  of  this.  Instead,  it  goes  straight  to 
the  government  warehouse.  They  have 
a  fortune  in  ivory  bich  thev  can't  spend 
because  of  the  worldwide  ban  on  the 
sale  of  ivory.  With  every  culling  opera- 
tion, that  fortune  increases.  And  it  also 
intensifies  the  pressure  on  the  govern- 
ment to  campaign  for  a  lifting  of  the 
ivory  trade  ban. 

Meanwhile,  400young elephants  are 
being  relocated  outside  of  Gonarezhou 
to  that  "nearby  land  where  food  and 
water  are  more  plentiful."  The  land,  of 
course,  belongs  to  private  farmers  and 
ranchers  who  are  at  least  partly  respon- 
sible for  the  drought-related  suffering 
inside  the  park-  They  have  more  food 
and  water  because  they  have  more 
political  influence  than  the  elephants. 
Water  which  naturally  would  flow 
through  the  park  is  diverted  to  these 
private  lands. 

Many  private  lands  have,  in  recent 
years,  taken  up  a  new  sideline.  It's 
called  "wildlife  ranching."  One  type  of 
wildlife  ranching  involves  commercial 
safari  hunting.  Instead  of  raising  sheep 
and  cattle  for  slaughter,  these  farms 
raise  wild  animals  for  visiting  trophy 
hunters. 

Although  the  Zimbabwe  authorities 
say  the  animals  translocated  will  remain 
property  of  the  national  parks,  and  are 
to  be  returned  to  those  parks,  there  is 
no  confirmationas  to  precise!)' when  the 
animals  will  be  returned  -  and  more 
importantly  -  the  legal  status  of  any 
youngsters  born  during  this  exile  is  not 
defined  at  all. 

Since  the  Zimbabwe  government  has 
long  been  advocating  the  "sustainable 
use  of  wildlife,"  it  seems  quite  probable 
that  offspring  will  remain  property  of 
the  farms,  and  that  more  and  more 
trophy  Hunting  of  tame,  semi-capuve 
animls  will  be  developed  in  the  coming 
years.  This  tends  to  confirm  several 
reports  that  Zimbabwe  ranchers  have 
recently  been  putting  pressure  on  na- 
tional parks  authorities  to  provide 
"founder  stock"  for  these  hunting 
ranches. 

(Repnnted  from  Act'ion  Line,  the 
Friends  of  Animals'  magazine,  30 
Haviland  St.,  South  Norwalk,  CT 
06854.) 


Job  Club  Advisors  Michelle  Justice  and  Larry  Chew  assist  youth  in 
experiencing  the  business  world. 


Job  Clubs  Teach  Youth 

FROM  PAGE  A 

role  of  mentors  and  Job  Club 
promoters/supporters.  These  -youth 
will  be  the  workers  of  tomorrow,  and 
this  is  the  opportunity  to  share  the  views 
of  the  busi nessperson  from  an 
entrepreneunal  and  proprietary  view- 
point 

The  aims  of  the  Clubs  are  twofold. 
First  as  these  youth  graduate  from  the 
Job  Clubs  and  become  old  enough  to 
workata  "regular  job"  (age  14),  they  will 
enter  Programs  such  as  the  Mayors 
Youth  Employment  <fe  Education  Pro- 
gram and  the  Summer  Youth  Employ- 
ment &  Training  Program  as  a  better 
prepared  and  motivated  youth  worker. 
Secondly,  and  even  more  important, 
these  youth  will  know  enough  about 
themselves  and  their  aptitudes  and  in- 


terests that  they  will  be  able  to  choose 
the  correct  courses  in  high  school  that 
will  lead  to  the  appropriate  business  or 
trade  school,  college,  apprenticeship 
programs  and  other  trainings  that  will 
be  needed  to  reach  each  individual 
Club  member's  career  goals. 

Most  youth  do  not  seriously  think 
about  "what  they  want  to  be"  until  they 
are  more  than  halfway  through  High 
School.  At  this  point,  since  most  just 
want  to  finish  High  School,  and  are  not 
willing  to  take  extra  classes  or  extend 
their  High  School  time  by  a  semester  or 
more,  it  is  too  late  because  the  classes 
they  have  chosen  their  first  years  in 
High  School  have  "locked"  them  into  a 
career  path  before  they  have  thought 
about  a  career.  The  Job  Club  is  in- 
tended to  remedy  thatsituation  as  much 
as  possible. 


9TH  ANNUAL 
VISI1ACION  VALLEY 
ARTS  FESTIVAL  &  *?  ' 
STREET  FAIR 
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Len's  Somewhat  Challenging  Maze 
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iMdiM  Museum 
Offering  Workshop* 

The  Randall  Museum  at  199 
Museum  Way  is  offerings  series  of  one- 
meetingworkshops.  some  with  seasonal 
themes.  Workshops  start  at  either 
10:00  a.m.  or  1:00  p.m.  and  are  classified 
by  age  categories:  children,  youth,  teen, 
adult,  and  family.  Fees  will  vary. 

Children*  classes  include:  Passover 
Seder  Plate:  Build  a  Box:  Crepe  Paper 
Flowers:  Polish  Paper  Cut-cuts:  Spring 
Baskets;  Folding  Paper  Puppet;  and 
Coil  Pottery. 

Youth  clsses  offered  are:  Artists 
Workshop;  Sound  Science;  Lapidary; 
Jewelry';  Earthkeeper  Kids;  Create  a 
Celebration:  Clowning  Around;  Clown- 
ing  and  Circus  Skills;  The  Bicycle 
Workshop;  Clay  Express:  and  Kid's 
Woodworking. 

Teenscan  look  forward  to:  Ukranian 
Egg  Art;  Lapidary;  Jewelry;  Teen 
Screen;  Bicycle  Workshop;  Teen  Pot- 
ters Wheel;  Model  Airplane 
Workshop:  Seeing/Drawiing 
Workshop;  and  Exploring  Ceramics. 

Adult  classes  include:  Ukranian  Egg 
Art,  Japanese  Paper  Dolls;  Handmade 
Paper;  Intro  to  B/W  Photography;  Zen 
and  Sawdust;  Woodworking  and  many 
more. 

Families  can  participate  together  in: 
Clay  Magic;  Family  Ceramics:  Family 
Art  Week;  Newts  and  Newt  Nots  Field 
Trip;  Drop-in  Easter  Baskets:  Parent 
and  Child  Woodworking  and  more. 

Further  information  can  be  obtained 
by  contacting  the  Randall  Museum,  a 
facility  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
and  Park  Department,  at  554-9600, 
Tuesdays  through  Saturdays  from  10:00 
a.m.  to  5:00  p.m. 

Sign  ups  for  Youth 
Track  aad  Field  Moot 

San  Francisco  Recreation  and  Park 
Department  in  conjunction  with  the 
ARCO/Jesse  Owens  Games,  and  the 
Hersney's  National  Track  and  Field 
Youth  Program  is  holding  sign-ups  at 
the  neighborhood  playgrounds  for  a 
Youth  Track  and  Field  Meet  to  be  held 
Saturday,  April  24,  at  Fvezar  Stadium  on 
Willard  and  Frederick  Sts. 

Events  will  be  divided  into  age 
groups  determined  by  the  year  of  birth, 
and  deadline  for  registration  is  April  16. 

More  information  is  avilable  by  call- 
ing 753-7028  or  753-7029.  Monday 
through  Friday  from  10:00  a.m.  to  5:00 
p.m. 

A  Jazzy  Singer 

Once  there  was  a  girl  and  she  was 
fourteen  old  and  she  was  a  bum  be- 
causeher  parents  were  dead  because  of 
a  sbooung  in  the  neighborhood.  She 
thought  about  getting  a  job  because  she 
saw  all  of  these  rich  people  and  felt  sad 
so  she  became  a  singer,  she  became  a 
jazz  singer  and  made  lots  of  money. 
When  she  saw  poor  people  she  would 
ask  them  would  they  want  a  job  because 
she  did  not  like  the  way  they  looked  and 
felt  sorry  for  them  and  gave  all  of  them 
a  job  and  lived  happily  ever  after. 


April  Fool  Girls 


Once  upon  a  time,  there  lived  a  girl  named 
Gertrude.  She  was  the  smartest  girl  in  her  class. 
She  had  funny  hair  and  wore  goofy  dresses. 


But  one  day  a  new  girl  came  to  school.  She  had 
funny  hair  and  dresses  too.  Gertrude  told  her  she 
was  sick  of  the  fooling,  and  they  agreed  on  a  plan. 

They  decided  to  trick  the  class.  They  dressed 
Gertrude  up  like  a  movie  star. 


Everyone  was  fooled  and  wanted  to  be  her  friend. 


Everyone  always  fooled  her  and  made  her  cry. 


The  two  girls  just  laughed.  'Hey  I  What's  your 
name?"  Gertrude  said,  "April,  of  course!" 


NERT  Training 
Now  Available 

Almost  everyone  in  the  Bay  Area 
knows  that  their  lives  could  be  radically 
changed  dunng  the  few  seconds  of  the 
next  large  earthquake.  What  most 
people  don't  know  is  that  San  Francis- 
co, being  over  100  kilometers  (6115 
miles)  from  the  Loma  Prieta  epicenter 
experienced  only  a  6.2  Richter  scale 
magnitude. 

The  intensity  drops  one  full  grade  for 
every  100  kilometers  away  from  the 

'~'ists. 


every  iuu  iciiometers  away  trorc 
epicenter,  according  to  seismologi 


The  San  Francisco  Fire  Department 
has  less  than  90of  the  270  tire  trucks  and 
engines  that  an  independent  engineer- 
ing study  concluded  would  be  needed  to 
properly  fight  the  fires  caused  by  a  190t> 
intensity  quake,  indicating  that  all  able- 
bodied  City  residents  should  take 
Neighborhood  Emergency  Response 
Team  (NERT}  training. 

Consisting  of  Five  two-hour  classes 
(one  class  per  week  for  five  weeks)  that 
teach:  quake  preparedness;  disaster 
first  aid;  utility  shut  off;  disaster  fire 
fighting;  hazardous  material  recogni- 
tion; light  search  and  rescue;  and  team 
management,  the  course  includes  a  dis- 


asterexercise  held  at  SFFD's  fire  tower, 
where  a  small  oil  fire  is  extinguished  by 
each  class  member  and  simulated  dis- 
aster victims  are  rescued. 

Scheduled  classes  will  be  held  at  6:30 
p.m.  on:  April  5  at  St.  Francis  Hospital, 
second  floor  meeting  room;  May  5  at 
Miraloma  School,  1750marSt.;  May  10 
at  Grace  Lutheran  Church,  3201  Ulloa 
Sl;  and  May  13  at  the  Upper  Noe 
Recreation  Center,  at  Day  and  Sanchez 
Sts.  A  special  9:00  a.m.  class  will  be 
held  in  Chinatown  at  950  Stockton  Sl 

A  class  will  be  held  in  Visitacion  Val- 
ley July  7,  with  the  location  to  be  an- 
nounced. 


<r  - 


£Afaon[igfit  Qtars 

Hear  the  wind  blowing 
See  the  trees  flowing 
Feel  the  snow  fall  down 
and  down. 

Feel  the  snow  flakes  fall 
to  the  ground. 
Hear  the  chirping  from  the 
unseen  birds  and  hear  the  lady 
sing  the  graceful  words. 


By  Cynthia  E.  Sandoval 
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FIRST  CHILDREN'S  CENTER 


a  warm  and  nurturing  environment 
(o  help  the  child  grow 
stlttsUtm  and  social  responsibility 

•  Open  registration  -  enrollment 

•  Afterschool  extended  care 

•  Please  visit  our  center  to  sign  up 


The  center  opens  each  week  day 
7.  A.M.  and  Closes  at  6:00  P.M. 

Classes  for  2  and  3  years  olds: 
Classes  for  4  and  5  year  olds: 
Classes  lor  Kindergarten. 


120  Lathrop  Ave. 
San  Francisco, 

Ca.  94134 
(415)468-4055 


Cathy  Kline 

Senior  Marketing 
Consultant 


Born  and  raised  in  Visitacion  Valley 


gotten  tyueUMqtl 

residential  brokerage 


services 


Grubb&Ellis 

2633  Ocean  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94132 

(415)  334-1880 


WCC  BINGO 
66  RAYMOND  AVE 
(at  Bayshore) 
SAN  FRANCISCO 


lllA/CfT*  SUNDAY  AFTERNOONS  AT  1 :00  P.M. 
Afcy??<$  DOORS  OPEN  AT  11:30  A.M. 

'$6310.00^ 


PA  YOUTS  EACH  GAME 

GUARANTEED! 


2  PAD  MINIMUM  -  ($5  PER  PAD) 
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do  something  for  us?" 

"We  both  particularly  like  that 
\.K  model,"  be  said,  "but  we  object  to  the 


nm  I  dress 

^                       t  4\     'That  can  be  remedied,"  I  said.  "lean 

\^    By  Joseph  Porter  easily  raise  the  bustline  a  couple  of  in- 

**********  %  ..0h(  no,  We  djdn,t  mean  tbaL  We 


BEAUTY  (A  TRILOGY) 

Do  we  know  what  beauty  is?  Beauty 
of  a  sunset,  beauty  of  a  budding  flower 
covered  with  the  morning  dew,  the 
beauty  of  a  painting,  of  a  poem,  of  a 
smile  on  a  beloved  face.  Beauty  has 
many  facets,  viewed  and  interpreted  in 
different  ways,  according  to  the 
upbringing  and  personality  of  the  on- 
looker. 

I  was  standing  in  front  of  a  painting 
by  Van  Gogh  in  the  De  Young  Museum, 
a  paintingdepicting  one  of  his  masterful 
garden  scenes.  I  was  carried  away  by  its 
harmony  of  colors,  the  deception  of  its 
third  dimensional  effect  I  could  smell 
the  flowers  and  feel  the  serenity  of  its 
surroundings  when  I  was  suddenly 
recalled  to  reality  by  a  rough  voice  com- 
ing from  behind  me. 

"What  trash!  My  five-year-old  can 
do  better  than  that" 

I  was  shocked.  "Peasants,"  says  I, 
revolted  by  such  sacrilege.  "Illiterate 
scum  of  the  earth!" 

I  was  walking  past  a  well-kept  farm 
in  the  province  of  Quebec  when  I  espied 
two  ladies  chatting  while  milking  a  cow. 
On  impulse  I  stopped  and  asked  for  a 
glass  of  milk.  I  was  reminded  of  my 
young  days  at  home  when  my  mother 
used  to  take  me  every  Wednesday  after- 
noon to  a  dairy  farm  close  by  to  reward 
me  with  a  glass  of  frothy,  warm  milk, 
had  I  been  a  good  boy  during  the  past 
week. 

The  ladies  in  question  graciously 
supplied  me  with  a  glass  of  the  most 
delectable  nectar  available  to  mortal 
man. 

 L  thanked  them,  then  holding  my 

nose  between  finger  and  thumb,  I 
moved  away  and  sat  at  a  distance  from 
the  pile  of  manure  that  was  offending 
my  sensitive  nostrils. 

"City  people,"  I  heard  one  of  the 
women  whisper.  'They  have  lost  all 
contact  with  nature.  They  don't  ap- 
preciate its  wonderful  smells,  the  earthy 
delicate  aroma  exuded  by  a  humble  pile 
of  manure,  the  source  of  all  life,  eternal- 
ly depicting  the  glory  of  creation.  City 
people,  phooey!!!  Ignorant  snobs!" 

BEAUTY,  what  is  beauty?  Is  there 
beauty  in  love?  Once  upon  a  time,  a 
time  of  long  ago,  I  had  a  restaurant  I 
recall  a  certain  couple  among  my  cus- 
tomers. Both  were  in  the  prime  of  life. 
He  was  tall,  proud  of  bearing  and 
average  looking.  She,  poor  thing,  was 
all  shrivelled  up  and  humpbacked  by  a 
twisted  spine.  They  made  an  odd 
couple.  He  seemed  extremely  devoted 
to  her,  protectively  holding  her  hand, 
guiding  her  through  the  imaginary 
hazards  of  this  life  on  earth. 

One  day  he  came  alone.  Through 
tears  and  lamentations  he  let  it  be 
known  that  she  passed  away.  I  couldn't 
feel  sorry  for  him.  It  seemed  more  like 
a  liberation  than  a  tragedy.  How  could 
he  possibly  miss  her?  What  did  he  ever 
see  in  her?  She  was  homely  and  a  bur- 
den to  bim.  Why  was  he  grieving  so? 

I  realized  how  blind  I  had  been  when 
he  blurted  out,  as  if  in  answer  to  ray 
thoughts,  "She  bad  the  most  beautiful 
hands." 

SECOND  OPINION 

"Joe,  a  couple  in  the  dining  room 
would  like  to  see  you  when  you  are 
finished  with  this  portrait." 

"Okay,  honey.  I  am  almost  finished. 
I'll  be  with  you  in  a  jiffy." 

It  was  Saturday  evening,  the  time  for 
me  to  do  my  portraits  at  the  Pioneer 
Hotel,  and  Laurette,  the  cocktail 
waitress  was  trying  to  be  useful. 

In  the  dining  room  I  approached  an 
elderly  couple  who  bade  me  sit  down. 

"Mr.  Porter,  we  admire  your  work 
tremendously  and  wonder  if  you  could 


don't  want  the  dress,  period.  We 
wondered  if  you  could  use  the  same 
model,  in  a  reclining  pose  without  a 
stitch  of  clothing  on,  with  nothing  in 
front  to  obstruct  the  figure.  We  want  to 
display  it  in  our  bedroom,  on  the  wall 
across  from  our  bed." 

I  know  exactly  what  you  want,"  I  said, 
studying  the  sedate  looking  white- 
haired  couple  definitely  in  their  late  six- 
ties. 

Within  a  few  weeks  I  rang  the  bell  at 
their  borne  in  Woodside  carrying  my 
finished  painting.  It  depicted  a  volup- 
tuous nude  reclining  on  a  leopard  skin 
with  her  head  resting  on  a  fluffy  pillow. 


eyes  closed  in  abandoned  sleep. 

"Wonderful,  exactly  what  we 
wanted,"  they  drooled  in  ecstasy. 

I  was  really  happy  for  them,  and  I 
hoped  I  had  been  instrumental  in 
revitalizing  their  waningsex  life  for  their 
few  remaining  years  of  longing  and  ap- 
preciation. 

Some  time  later  I  was  in  the  same 
locale,  doing  the  same  thing  for  a  cute 
little  girl  who  was  hoping  to  be  captured 
for  posterity  while  her  parents  were 
having  their  dessert  in  the  dining  room. 

A  young  man  emerging  from  the 
restroom  stopped  and  lingered,  irresis- 
tibly drawn  to  watch  a  genius  at  work- 
Eventually  his  eyes  were  attracted  by  a 
painting  behind  and  above  the  girl's 
head. 

"My  God!"  he  gasped.  'That's  exact- 
ly what  I  want  It's  the  most  beautiful, 
exciting  figure  I  ever  saw."  He  then 
turned  to  me.  "I'll  buy  it!  But  before 


you  bring  it  down,  I  want  my  wife  to  see 
it" 

He  bad  been  drawn  to  a  pastel  of  a 
voluptuous  woman  in  a  semi-erotic 
decollete'.  It  was  one  of  a  series  of 
daring  studies  of  well  endowed  females. 
Being  exhibited  in  a  public  place,  I 
could  only  show  what  the  law  allowed. 
I  had  entitled  my  creations  'The  Porter 
Girls"  and  they  were  quite  popular. 

The  man  presenUy  returned  with  a 
youngwoman  in  tow.  He  was  excited  as 
a  small  boy. 

"Look,  honey.  What  do  you  think  of 
it?"  And  he  pointed  to  the  girl  of  his 
dreams. 

i  "What?  You  mean  to  tell  mc  thatyou 
want  to  bring  that  thing  into  our  house? 
Over  my  dead  body,  buster.  Such  com- 
petition I  can  do  without" 

And  she  quickly  grabbed  and  pulled 
her  crestfallen  husband  away  from  such 
threatening  temptation. 


Survey  Finds  Long 
Distance  Competition 
Now  Centers  on  Discount 
Calling  Plans 

Consumer  Action's  1993  annual 
Long  Distance  Rate  Survey  reveals  that 
virtually  the  only  significant  difference 
among  long  distance  phone  companies 
is  the  dicount  calling  plans  they  offer. 

CA  asked  for  the  rates  charged  on  a 
sampling  of  15  intrastate  and  12  inter- 
state calls.  There  were  only  very  smail 
differences  in  thecostof  intrastate  calls; 
in  some  cases,  charges  were  identical. 

For  example,  all  surveyed  carriers 
charge  eitherSl.llor$1.13  foran  eight 
minute  daytime  call  from  San  Diego  to 
San  Jose.  The  largest  intrastate  rate 
difference  was  for  a  ten  minute,  ten 
second  call  from  Los  Angeles  to  Fres- 
no, where  there  was  a  six  cent  range. 

R3te  differences  for  interstate  calls 
were  a  little  higher.  People  making  an 
eight  minute  call  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Chicago  would  be  charged  between 
$1.90  to  S1.92  during  the  day,  $1.11  to 
$1.20  in  the  evening  and  from  99  cents 
to  SI. 04  on  nights  and  weekends. 

Totalling  the  companies'  rates  for  all 
27  calls,  CA  found  a  range  of  just  59 
cents,  a  difference  of  under  two  per- 
cent in  die  amounts  that  the  three 
largest  carriers  would  charge:  $31.24 
for  AT&T,  S30.85  for  Sprint  and  $30.65 
for  MCI. 

Calling  plans  once  were  designed  for 
people  who  made  a  great  many  calls, 
and  there  were  few  plans  to  choose 
from. 

Most  of  AT&T's  plans  are  based  on 
the  purchase  of  blocks  of  calling  time 
(such  as  one  hour  per  month)  at  dis- 
count rates;  one  AT&T  plan  offers 
lower  rates  for  calls  to  a  single  area 
code. 

MCI's  major  plan  provides  a  dis- 
count on  all  calls  to  people  you  have 
selected  who  are  also  MCI  customers, 
but  the  company  also  offers  other  plans 
that  are  based  on  the  purchase  of  blocks 
of  time. 

Sprint  features  a  volume  discount, 
plan,  and  a  discount  on  calls  to  the  per- 
son you  call  the  most  often  each  month. 

All  three  carriers  have  international 
calling  plans  with  lower  per-minute 
charges  for  a  three  dollar  monthly  fee. 

GRAPEVINE  j 

ONLY  Sy.00  PER  YEAR  j 
MAILED  DIRECT  TO  YOU 


AODRESS 


CITY.STATE.ZIP 


Community  Compost 
Trainers  To  Be  Trained 

San  Francisco  League  of  Urban 
Gardeners  (SLUG)  is  gardening  the  ex- 
citement of  countless  enthusiast  in  the 
City  and  turning  this  excitement  into 
hardcore  knowledge  on  composting. 
The  organization  is  planning  to  train  30 
enthusiast  in  the  fine  art  of  composting 
through  40  hours  workshop. 

"At  the  conclusion  of  the  trainings, 
an  enthusiast  will  become  a  Community 
Compost  Trainer  (CCT),"says  Carl 
Grimm,  SLUG'S  Educations  Director. 
"Armed  with  in-depth  knowledge  in  the 
ins  and  outs  of  composting,  they  will  go 
and  spread  the  word  of  composting  and 
recycling  to  the  rest  of  the  City." 

Upon  completion  of  the  training 
program,  a  Community  Compost 
Trainer  will  receive  a  Certification  and 
host  their  own  workshop  on  compost- 
ing to  school  children,  co-workers  and 
neighborhood  groups.  Interested  en- 


thusiast should  call  SLUG'S  Rotline. 
285-7585  for  more  information  and  an 
application  form.  Application  deadline 
is  April  15. 

Composting  recycling  yard  trim- 
mings and  kitchen  scraps  into  a  sweet- 
smelling  soil  improver  that  makes  a  gar- 
dening a  breeze.  It  also  addresses  our 
mounting  landfill  crisis  and  is  a  fun,  •! 
bands-on  way  to  really  do  something 
about  the  environment. 

The  Community  Compost  Trainer 
Program  is  part  of  the  City's  Home 
Compost  Education  Program  con- 
ducted by  the  Dan  Francisco  League  of 
Urban  Gardeners  (SLUGS)  and  spon- 
sored by  the  San  Francisco  Recycling 
Program.  Through  SLUG,  San  Francis- 
co residents  can  attend  public 
workshops,  visit  the  Compost  Educa- 
tion Center  (in  SLUG'S  Garden  for  the 
Environment,  7  Ave.  at  Lawton),  but  a 
bargain  compost  bin  and/  or  receive 
free  advice  and  brochure  on  compost- 
ing. 


GET  A  COMPOST  BIN 
FOR  $35.00! 

You  have  heard  about,  read  about, 
and  thoughtaboutcompostingfor  many 
moons.  Butyou  have  not  started  to  DO 
it  yet  Oh...  you  know,  composting  bins 
cost  too  much  to  buy,  takes  too  much 
work  to  build...  No  need  to  fret  about  it. 
For  this  Earth  Day,  treat  yourself  to  a 
special  offer.  Get  a  bargain  compost 
bin.  The  bin  -  the  SoilSaver  -  normally 
retails  for  $100.00.  but  you  can  order  it 
for  $35.00  ONLY.  That's  a  $65.00 
savings. 

This  ground  breaking  program  is 
sponsored  by  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco's  Recycling  Program  and 
administered  by  SLUG,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco League  of  Urban  Gardners. 

What's  the  Bin  Like? 

The  bin  is  made  of  50%  recycled 
black  plastic,  stands  2'5"  high  by  T2" 
square;  weighs  about  30  pounds  and 
holds  12  cubic  feet  of  materials.  The 
SoilSaver  is  considered  the  best  bin 
available  for  food  and  yard  wastes. 


How  do  I  Order  It? 

Call  SLUG'S  Rotline,  285-7585  and 
indicate  you  want  an  order  form  for  the 
bin;  leave  your  name  and  address. 
Once  you  get  the  order  form,  fill  it  out; 
enclose  check  or  money  order  for 
S35.00.  Send  ic  back  to  SLUG. 

How  will  1  get  the  bin? 

UPS  will  deliver  the  bin  to  your  home 
4  to  6  weeks  after  you  send  in  the  order 
form  and  the  check. 

Will  I  know  how  to  use  it? 

Insdtructions  for  assembly  and  how 
to  start  composting  will  be  included 
with  the  bin.  It  takes  about  15  minutes 
to  assemble  the  bin.  In  addition,  a 
schedule  of  workshops  that  shows  you 
the  simple  steps  to  composting  with  tfie 
SoilSaver  will  be  delivered  with  the  bin. 

Please  Note:  Be  sure  to  call  and 
order  early.  Bin  quantities  are  limited. 
Bins  will  be  available  on  a  first  come, 
first  served  basis.  The  Recycling  Pro- 
gram and  SLUG  made  this  special  offer 
last  fall,  and  within  a  month,  600  bins 
were  snatched  up  by  compost  en- 
thusiasts. 


x 


cS  CLOSEO  IS  Mr  CHECK  OR  MONEY  OflOEfl  FOR  SO  00 


MAIL  TO:  50  RAYMOND  AVE 
SAN   rBANCISCO,  CA.  941X4 


J 


COMPOSTING:  It's  Recycling,  NaturaHyTl 

pet  a  Bargain  Compost  Bin  for  $35.00  (Retails  for  $99.00) 


Compost  kitchen  scraps  and  yard  trimmings 
into  a  rich  soil  amendment  for  your  plants! 


Free  Hands-on  Composting  Workshops  by  SLUG  ui  league  oi  urban  Gardeners) 

Where:    Garden  for  the  Environment  (Sunset  District,  7th  &  Lawton) 
Cost:  Free 

Time:      Saturday  1 0  am  to  1 2  noon.     (*  Sunday  2  -  4  pm) 

Apr  10  Basic  Apr  24  Basic        May  2*  Basic 

May  22  Worm         Jun  12  Basic        Jun  26  Basic 

NEW!  Become  a  community  Compost  Trainer. 
Get  trained  by  SLUG.  Teach  others. 
Application  deadline:  April  15 

all  the  SLUG  Compost  Rotline-285-7585 

Sponsored  by  the  San  Francisco  Recycling  Program 
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Th©  PuZZldP    created  by  Anne  Kaartunen 

MAJOR  LEAGUE  BASEBALL 


WORD  LIST 
ANGELS 
ASTROS 
ATHLETICS 
BLUE  JAYS 
BRAVES 
BREWERS 
CARDINALS 
CUBS 
DODGERS 
EXPOS 
GIANTS 
INDIANS 
MARINERS 
MARLINS 
METS 
ORIOLES 
PADRES 
PHILLIES 
PIRATES 
RANGERS 
REDS 
RED  SOX 
ROCKIES 
ROYALS 
TIGERS 
TWINS 
WHITE  SCX 
YANKEES 
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||They  Were  San  Franciscans 


DENIS  KEARNEY 

Frustrated  by  the  course  of  events 
during  the  1870s  which  tended  to  make 
average  San  Franciscans  feel  like 
prisoners  in  their  own  community, 
Denis  Kearney  managed  to  propel  a 
series  of  sandlot  meetings  amongst  the 
City's  concerned  citizenry  into  an  or- 
ganization which  would  merit  recogni- 
tion by  the  close  of  that  decade. 

Born  on  February  1, 18*17  in  the  town 
of  Oakmount,  County  Cork.  Ireland, 
Kearney  left  home  at  11  to  work  as  a 
seaman,  and  it  was  in  this  capacity  that 
he  arrived  in  San  Francisco  in  1868. 
Organizing  a  drayage  business  four 
years  later,  be  competed  for  business  in 
a  commercial  center  growing  larger 
each  day. 

Kearney  bad  been  in  business  just  a 
short  time  when  a  major  panic  invoking 
mineral  wealth  caused  a  stocks  to  crash, 
soon  followed  by  a  growing  local  rate  of 
unemployment  A  large  proportion  of 
Chinese  immigrants  who  sailed  to 
California  to  provide  an  economical 
labor  force  in  constructing  the  Central 
Pacific  Railroad  also,  intes^fied  the 
City's  growing  labor  force,  creating  a 
shortage  of  jobs. 

Informal  get  togethers  by  irate 
citizens  in  empty  lots  soon  turned  to 
organized  meetings,  which  eventually 


evolved  into  its  members  creating  the 
Workingman's  Party  of  California,  a 
union  dedicated  to  upholding  the  basic 
labor  rights  of  the  everyday  laborer.  In 
all  the  activity,  Keamey  had  a  large 
voice  in  the  proceedings,  and  found 
himself  at  the  helm  from  the  outset 

Workingman  candidates  were  soon 
winning  elections  to  various  political 
posts,  but  the  most  noted  accomplish- 
ment was  theirelectionof  the  Rev.  Isaac 
S.  Kalloch  of  the  Metropolitan  Temple 
as  Mayor  of  San  Francisco  in  1879. 

Although  Kearney  claimed  to  dis- 
courage violence,  reaction  to  the  often 
riotous  activities  of  the  WPC  members, 
compounded  with  internal  friction  over 
party  policy,  eventually  caused  the 
organization's  decline  in  the  early 
1880s.  Kearney's  questionable  support 
of  the  national  Greenback  Party  when 
be  attended  its  meetings  back  East 
caused  further  disention  in  the  WPC 
ranks,  as  fellow  members  soon  found  it 
fit  to  expell  their  leader  during  the  sum- 
mer of  1880. 

Convinced  that  his  mission  was  over. 
Kearney  returned  to  his  drayage  busi- 
ness, and  with  a  few  wise  investments, 
was  eventually  able  to  purchase  an 
elegant  San  Francisco  hilltop  home. 

When  the  1906  earthquake  and  fire 
leveled  his  property,  he  moved  across 
the  bay  to  Alameda,  where  he  died  the 
following  year  on  April  24,  1907  at  the 
age  of  60. 


1  Mayors  of  San  Francisco  | 
ISAAC  KALLOCH 

In  the  eight  short  years  that  Isacc  S. 
Kalloch  was  a  San  Franciscan,  bis 
honest  attempts  to  make  his  adopted 
community  a  better  place  to  live  almost 
cost  him  his  life.  Born  on  July  10,  1832 
in  a  small  town  which  would  eventually 
become  Rockland,  Maine,  Kalloch  had 
a  strong  Baptist  upbringing,  and 
developed  great  oratory  skills. 

Becoming  a  preacher,  he  took  his 
practice  first  to  the  plains  of  Kansas 
before  becoming  convinced  to  relocate 
his  family  to  San  Francisco  where  he 
was  most  anxious  to  convert  what  he 
perceived  as  "wicked  people." 

Arriving  in  the  Bay  Area  in  1875,  he 
set  forth  to  build  a  monumental  church, 
the  Metropolitan  Temple,  at  the  corner 
of  5th  and  Jessie  Sts.  When  completed, 
its  spacious  auditoriums  were  able  to 
accomodate  very  large  audiences,  and 
its  parishoners  were  provided  with  a 
library,  reading  room,  gymnasium,  and 
a  moral  training  center. 

Kalloch  announced  his  support  of 
the  growing  Workingman's  Party-  of 
California  in  187S  when  he  agreed  with 
its  platform,  and  the  party  in  turn  en- 
dorsed his  candidacy  for  mayor  the  fol- 
lowing year.  A  war  of  words  soon 
erupted  between  the  preacher  and. 
Charles  DeYoung,  co-publisher  of  the 
San  Francisco  Chronicle,  the  onlv  local 


daily  until  then  to  publish  positive 
opinion  of  the  party.  DeYoung  would 
criticize  Kalloch  in  the  pages  of  the 
Chronicle,  alleging  adultry  and  other 
offenses  which  never  ceased  to  give  the 
minister  fuel  for  fiery  sermons  of  rebut- 
tal. An  insulting  Kalloch  comment 
reportedly  equating  Charles  and  his 
brother  Michael  with  the  upbringing  of 
a  brothel  madam  compelled  the 
newspaperman  to  seek  revenge  by 
shooting  Kalloch  in  front  of  his  church 
on  August  23,  1879,  a  move  which 
earned  the  holy  man  enough  public 
sympathy  during  bis  eventual  recovery 
to  win  the  election  and  become  the 
City's  18th  mayor  on  December  1. 
De Young's  further  published  attacks 
on  Kalloch  resulted  in  his  murder  just 
eight  months  later  when  the  mayor's 
eldest  son  returned  the  compliment 
with  bis  pistol. 

But  once  in  office,  the 
Workingman's  Party  mayor  found  that 
his  campaign  promises  of  labor  rights, 
monopoly  busting,  and  restrictions  on 
Chinese  immigrants  would  be  just 
words,  as  a  Republican  majority  in  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  fought  him  tooth 
and  claw,  eventually  calling  for  his  im- 
peachment in  1880.  Kalloch  completed 
bis  two  year  term,  returning  to  his 
church  full  time  in  December  1881,  but 
resigned  as  its  pastor  less  than  two  years 
later,  moving  north  to  Bellingham, 
Washington  where  be  died  on  Decem- 
ber^ 1887  at  the  age  of  55. 


IIII  MONTH 

In   San  Francisco 

HISTORY 


April  1:  In  1850,  a  four  story  build- 
ing at  the  corner  of  Pacific  and  Kearny 
Sts.  was  purchased  forS150thousand  by 
the  City  for  its  new  town  ball.  On  the 
same  day,  San  Francisco's  country 
government  was  established.  In  1851, 
Montgomery  St  became  the  City's  first 
illuminated  thoroughfare,  with  street- 
lamps  funded  by  property  owner's  con- 
tributions. In  1941,  the  U.S.  Navy  took 
control  of  Treasure  Island,  man-made 
former  location  of  the  1939-40  Golden 
Gate  International  Exposition. 

April  3:  In  1848,  the  first  American 
public  school  in  San  Francisco  opened. 
In  1969,  the  final  sunken  section  of  the 
BART  trans-bay  tube  was  connected. 

April  7:  In  1957,  sections  of  two 
former  cable  car  routes  were  combined 
to  form  the  new  Powell  &  Hyde  Sts.  line. 

April  10:  In  1878,  Adolph  Sutro 
commenced  operation  of  his  steam  rail- 
rood. 

April  11:  In  1958,  Brooks  Hall,  a 
sub-surface  auditorium  adjacent  to  the 
Civic  Center  Plaza,  was  dedicated. 

April  12:  In  1898,  the  bulk  of  Yerba 
Buena  Island  was  transferred  by  the 
U.S.  Army  to  the  Navy. 

April  14:  In  1860,  nftcr  a  scries  of 

relays  form  ST.  Joseph,  missouri,  the 
first  pony  express  rider  arrived  in  San 
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Francisco. 

April  15:  In  1850,  the  City  of  San 
Francisco  was  incorporated.  In  1926, 
the  Visitacion  Valley  branch  gym- 
nasium of  the  San  Francisco  Boy's  Club 
was  officially  dedicated.  In  1966,  dredg- 
ing operations  were  commenced  in  San 
Francisco  Bay  for  the  sectional  place- 
ment of  the  trans-bay  tube. 

April  18:  In  1868,  the  San  Francisco 
branch  of  the  S.P.C.A.  woe  established. 

In  1906,  a  powerful  earthquake  with  an 
estimated  magnitude  of  8. 25  on  the  later 
established  Richter  scale  shook  San 
Francjsco  at  5:12  a.m.  for  nearly  a 
minute.  Ruptures  gas  and  water  lines 
contributed  to  the  worst  fire  in  the 
City's  history.  In  1907,  the  Fairmont 
Hotel  was  opened. 

April  19:  In  1850,  the  British  brig 
Warlock  arrived  in  San  Francisco 
bringing  the  first  Chinese  immigrants 
form  Hong  Kong.  In  1852,  the  Califor- 
nia Historical  Society  was  incor- 
porated. In  1906,  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
earthquake,  176  prisoners  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  military  prison  on  AJcatraz 
form  the  City's  damaged  jail. 

April  20:  In  1958,  after  decades  of 
service,  including  20  years  running  on 
the  Bay  Bridges'*  lower  deck,  Key  Sys- 
tem trains  were  replaced  by  busses. 

April  21:  In  1892,  the  first  buffalo 
was  born  In  Golden  Gate  Park.  In  1940, 
the  eventual  Douglas  MacArthur  Tun- 
nel in  the  Presidio  was  opened. 

April  25:  In  1945,  the  newly 
created  United  Nations  began  its  first 
conference  in  San  Francsico. 

April  28:  Howard  &  Hudson  Co. 
published  the  City's  first  Chinese  lan- 
guage newspaper,  the  bilingual  Golden 
Hills'  News,  to  serve  California's  25.000 
new  readers  form  the  Orient 


ASSEMBLYMAN 
BURTON  INTRODUCES 
LEGISLATION  TO  END 

THE  PRACTICE  OF 
USING  CITY  STREETS 

AS  USED  CAR  LOTS 

Assemblyman  John  Burton  (D-San 
Francisco)  has  introduced  Assembly, 
Bill  1169  which  would  permit  local 
peace  officers  to  remove  cars  which  are 
parked  for  the  sole  purpose  of  selling 
them. 

"San  Francisco  residents  brought  to 
my  attention  that,  in  the  Sunset  district 
of  the  City,  cars  are  left  for  long  periods 
for  time  with  'for  sale'  signs  on  them," 
Burton  said,  "As  a  result,  our  public 
streets,  in  particular  Sunset  Boulevard, 
are  veritable  used  car  parking  lots. 
Neighbors  fear  that  the  presence  of 
used  cars,  some  of  which  are  owned  by 
out-of-town  dealers,  attract  a 
dangerous  crowd.  There's  a  real  con- 
cern that  people  coming  to  look  at  the 


cars  may  also  be  there  to  case  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

"Neighbors  also  object  to  the  prac- 
tice because  the  cars  leave  nowhere  else 
for  children  to  play  but  around  parked 
carsand  reduce  the  number  of  available 
parking  spaces.  AS  1169  will  protect 
the  quality*  of  life  that  people  expect  in 
their  neighborhoods  and  ensure  that 
families  and  children  have  a  safe  place 
to  live  and  play,"  Burton  said. 

Local  peace  officers  will  be  able  to 
remove  that  cars,  under  the  Burton  bill, 
and  upon  adoption  of  a  local  ordinance, 
if  it  can  be  show  that: 

~  the  primary  purpose  of  the  parked 
car  is  to  advertise  it  for  sale, 

the  registered  owner  has  been 
mailed  a  notice  that  a  violation  has  oc- 
curred and  another  violation  could 
result  in  the  car  being  towed, 

~  local  authorities  have  authorized 
the  removal,  under  local  ordinance,  and 
signs  have  been  erected  to  that  effect. 

AB  1169  will  be  heard  before  its  first 
committee  next  month. 


Af  TOSS 

1 .  Let  fall 
5.  Cover 

10.  British  peerage 

11.  Italian  city 

12.  To  be  announced  (ab) 

13.  Throw 

14.  Slanting 

17.  Test  solution  (ab) 

18.  Eleven  (Roman) 

19.  New  Testament  (ab) 

20.  First  person  singular 

21.  Five  (Roman) 

22.  Intravenous  (ab) 

23.  They  publish  Mad 
25.  Arkansas  (ab) 

27.  Dante's   

29.  Footwear 

31.  Snakelike  fish 
37.  Older  person 

34.  Captain   

35.  Small  anvil 

36.  At  a  great  distance 
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Down 

1.  Detoxification  (ab) 

2.  Jewish  minister 

3.  Spoken 

4.  Pacific  Lumber  (ab) 

5.  Del  gratia  (ab) 

6.  Get 

7.  Santa  _ 

8.  Station 

9.  Conusmes 


15.  Entices 

16.  Quart  (ab) 

22.  in  the  event  that 

23.  Purgative  liquid 

24.  Hue 

25.  Rncourage 

26.  Function 
30.  Lyric  poem 

33.  Route  (ab) 

34.  Not  available  (ab) 
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Consumers  Cash  In  On 
Mortgage  Errors 

Jonathan  Price  of  Fort  Washington, 
Maryland  suspected  something  was 
wrong  with  bis  new  mortgage.  The 
lender  had  required  him  to  put  up  more 
than  SI, 000  into  an  escrow  account  at 
the  closing  eight  months  before. 

The  escrow  account,  called  an  im- 
pound account  on  the  West  Coast,  was 
to  provide  the  funds  to  pay  his  property 
taxes  when  they  came  due.  Yet  the 
lender  was  also  charging  him  a  large 
additional  escrow  amount  each  month. 

To  straighten  out  his  problem,  Price 
paid  a  professional  mortgage  auditor 
another$100to  analyze  the  lender's  cal- 
culations of  the  required  escrow  balan- 
ces. The  audit  took  into  the  account  the 
language  of  Price's  mortgage  contract, 
pertinent  state  and  federal  laws,  and  tax 
calculations.  The  result:  Price  col- 
lected a  cash  refund  of  nearly  SI, 700 
from  his  lender,  and  his  future  monthly 
payments  will  be  reduced  still  further. 

Homeowners  like  Price  are  demand- 
ing,  and  receiving  cash  refunds  for 
mortgage  overcharges  at  an  unprece- 
dented clip,  now  that  they  have  become 
aware  of  the  alarmingly  high  rate  of 
errors  which  occur  in  mortgage  servic- 
ing. Reports  issued  recently  by  26  State 
Attorneys  General  and  Federal 
Government'sGeneral  AccountingOf- 
fice  (GAO)  document  that  up  to  70 
percent  of  all  mortgages  with  escrow 
accounts  have  overcharges  and  that  20 
to  35  percent  of  adjustable  rate 
mortgages  (ARMs)  have  been  calcu- 
lated incorrecrJy. 

Following  several  lawsuits  brought 
by  more  than  two  dozen  state  Attorneys 
General,  major  mortgage  lenders  have 
agreed  in  out  of  court  settlements  to 
refund  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars 
to  many  thousands  of  borrowers. 

Federal  law  requires  mortgage 
lenders  to  make  prompt  restitution  for 
verified  overcharges.  Individual  cases 
have  been  settled  with  refunds  as  high 
as  $30,000. 

A  professional  mortgage  analysis 
can  consist  of  a  6-10  page  report  in- 
dicating the  overall  accuracy  of  the 
lender's  servicing  of  the  account.  Each 
key  aspect  of  the  mortgage  account  is 
analyzed.  Included  are  the  clear  in- 
structions on  how  to  obtain  any  refund 
which  may  be  due  a  person. 

To  help  homeowners  determine 
whether  they  could  be  overpaying, 
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Mortgage  Monitor  has  established  a 
toll-free  Consumer  Helpline  at  1-S00- 
548-8282. 

The  company  has  also  published  a 
booklet  entitles,  "CaSb  in  Your 
Mortgage:  The  Consumer's  Guide  to 
Recovering  Mortgage  Overcharges." 
The  booklet  is  available  for  $4.Q5  (plus 
$2.00  postage  and  handling)  and  can  be 
ordered  by  calling  Mortgage  Monitor  at 
1-S00-S282,  or  sending  a  check  or 
money  order  to  Mortgage  Monitor  at 
495  Connecticut  Ave..  Norwalk.  CT 
06654. 


Visitation  Valley  Community  Center 

would  like  to  publicly  thank  our 
donors  and  supporters.  Each  month 
during  our  75th  Anniversary  year, 
we  will  publish  names  of  those 
contributing  to  our  Center. 
Our  sincere  thanks  to  the  following 
donors  who  contributed  to  WCC 
in  the  month  of  March  1993. 
GARY  PLIMLEY 

JACK  TOM 
ED  WOODWARD 


REGULAR  MEETINGS  OF 


CITY  COMMISSIONS  &  BOARDS 

Airporu  Commission 
AruCommijjion 
Boar  J  of  Education 
Bosrd  of  Supervisor* 
Commission  on  Aging 


lsi  &  3rd  Tuesday 
1st  Monday 
2nd  &  4(h  Tuesday 
each  Monday 
1st  Wednesday 


3  00PM 
306PM 
7  00PM 
100PM 
9-.30AM 

Coram- Status  of  Women    4thlbursday  4  00PM 

Health  Commission  1st  A  3rd  Tuesday  3:00PM 

Housing AuthoriryComm    2nd  it  4(h  Thursday  4:00PM 


Human  (lights Comm 
Libra  ryCoratniiiion 
Planning  Commission 
Police  Commission 
Port  Commission 
Public  Utilities  Comm 
Recreation  A  Parts 
Social  Services  Comm 


1st  &  3rd  Thursday  4:30PM 

1st  Tuesday  4:30PM 

each  Thursday  1.30PM 

each  Wednesday  5  30PM 

1st  Tues  &  3rd  Wed  4.30PM 

2nd  A  4th  Tuesday  100PM 

3rd  Thursdny  100PM 

4thThunday  9.30/\rV. 


AOVEOIISE  IN  THE 


CATCH  The  Business  Yob  Want 


FULFAGE  (10'X  15*)  S150.0G/MONTM 

HALF  PAGE  (10'X  7- 1/20  S80.0Q/MOMTH 

i/< PAGE  (5-X7-I/2")  S45.00/MONTM 

1/8 PAGE  (5'X3-3/4-)  ;  S25  00/MONTH 

BUSINESS CAF»0SIZE(5-X2-1/21  .S  1 5  00/MONTH 

15%  DISCOUNT  FOR  12  MONTH  AD  CONTRACT. 
1 0%  DISCOUNT  FOR  6  MONTH  AO  CONTRACT. 

DEADLINE  FOR  ADS  =  20Th  OF 
MONTH  PRIOR  TO  ISSUE  MONTH 


COMMUNITY  BOARDS  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

SERVING  VISITACION  VALLEY 
SINCE  1976 

Are  you  involved  in  a  conflict? 
Resolve  it  peacefully  at  no  cost 
For  Information  or  Assistance  call: 
863-6100 


SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 


fj^PJa/i  I. ft  AH 


&  Mate  ffibw&O) 


Easter  Basket* 
and  Lillie*  Available 

Charge  by  phone 

If 


4  1  5  .  4  6  8  .  0  1  A  5 


Flowers  for  all  occassions: 

•  Weddings 

•  Funerals 

•  Home  &  Business 
Plant  Care  Service 

•  10%  Senior  Discount 


1401    Silver  Ave. 


ST.  JAMES  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

240  Lclainl  Avenue      San  Francisco,  Ca.  94134        1  deplume  (-115)  5S6-63S1 

Hie  Rev.  Dr.  Jerry  O.  Rcsils  Minister 

Church  School  Cl.issos  -  9:15  n.iii. 
Sunday  Worship  ScrVIcc  -  10:30  a.m. 
Wednesday  Bihlc  Study  -  1 1:00  n.in. 
[•ridny  Cottage  Rible  Fellowship  -  7:30  p.m. 
Saturday  Choir  Rehearsal  -  10:00  run. 
YOU  are  cordially  welcome  to  join  us  for  study,  worship,  fellowship  and 
Ben  .cc.  VVe  seek  to  teach  the  Bible  and  to  lift  up  Jesus  Christ  so  I  [c  can 
draw  all  persons  to  Himself. 

( :<  >ME  TO  C!  KURD  I  TI I  IS  WEEK. 


Panda  Restaurant  &  Cafe 


BREAKFAST  "  LUNCH  "  DINNER  '  CATERING  '  FOOD  TO  GO 


73  Leland  Avenue 
585-6419 


Open  Mon.  thru  Sat. 
8:00  a.m.  to  8:00  p.m. 


L.Kirk  Miller  AIA 


HOOD  MILLER  ASSOCIATES 


Architecture 
Planning 
Urban  Design 


60  Federal  Sueot 
San  Francisco  9410/ 
Telephone  415  77  7  5775 
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Law  and  Order  at  Geneva  Towers 


FROM  PAGE  I 

confirmed  that  Byrd  bad  checked  into 
its  emergency  room  Nov.  11,  1991  -  the 
night  of  the  alleged  beating. 

Another  resident.  Abraham  FC  Ful- 
lah,  filed  a  lawsuit  Jan.  11,  claiming 
security  guards  beat  him  one  morning 
when  he  returned  from  dropping  his 
daughter  off  at  school.  According  to 
Fullah'ssuit.  the  guards  would  not  allow 
him  to  reenter  the  building  unless  he 
produced  identification,  even  though 
they  knew  him  and  had  seen  him  leave 
with  his  daughter  a  few  minutes  earlier. 
Fullah  argued  with  the  guards  and  even- 
tually demanded  to  speak  with  their  su- 
periors. Then,  he  said,  guards  beat  him 
so  badly  that  he  sustained  permanent, 
debilitating  injuries  that,  according  to 
the  suit  him  to  lose  his  job. 

In  the  third  case.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lawarren  Jackson  allege  that  Mrs. 
Jackson  sent  her  daughter  to  the 
security  office  to  get  emergency  medi- 
cal assistance  for  ber  husband,  who  was 
suffering  a  "panic  attack,"  According  to 
the  Jacksons'  ocurt  complaint,  several 
security  officers  responded,  kicked  in 
the  door,  and  "savagely  attacked  and 
beat  Mr.  Jackson,  handcuffed  him,  and 
dragged  him  shackled  and  unclothed 
from  his  apartment  and  arrested  him  on 
false  charges  of  assaulting  his  wife." 

The  Jacksons  and  Fullah  further  al- 
leged in  their  suits  that  in  the  months 
following  the  incidents,  guards  verbally 
intimidated  them  and  their  families. 

Eli  Gray,  chief  of  Geneva  Towers 
security,  refused  to  comment  on  these 
incidents  when  contacted  by  the  Bay 
Guardian.  Mary  Tustin,  spokesperson 
for  the  JSC,  said  the  allegations  were  * 
simply  not  true.  "We  must  without 
reservation  categorically  deny  the 
claims.  We  do  not  believe  these  things 
have  gone  on  at  all.  We  have  denied 
them  in  the  past,"  Tustin  told  the  Bay  • 
Guardian.  She  said  there  was  no 
evidence  to  back  up  the  claims.  John 
Stewart,  president  of  JSC,  also  told  the 
Bay  Guardian  the  allegations  were 
false,  and  said  his  company  had  exten- 
sive counter-evidence  against  the 
tenants  who  have  filed  suil  He  said  one 
of  the  plaintiffs  had  a  history  of 
problems  with  security  guards,  and  a 
police  record.  "I  believe  we  will  win  all 
these  cases  handily,"  he  added. 

When  asked  about  Byrd 'a  alleged 
beating.  HUD  spokesperson  Jon  Phil- 
lips told  the  Bay  Guardian:  "It  would  be 
silly  of  me  to  deny  that  something  like 
that  could  have  happened  at  a  time  like 
tb.3L  It  took  them  quite  a  while  to  gain 
control  of  the  building.  When  people 
are  shooting  at  each  other,  people  may 
have  been  handled  in  a  way  that  sounds 
rough  to  you  and  me,  but  then  there 
would  have  to  be  a  reason." 

Tenants  in  Geneva  Towers  are 
sharply  divided  in  their  opinions  of 
JSC's  management. 

'There  was  a  time  when  you  wouldn't 
walk  out  of  your  apartment  at  night 
without  fear  of  being  shot,"  JSC 
employee  and  Geneva  Tower  resident 
James  Fischer  told  the  Bay  Guardian. 
"They've  [JSC]  been  an  ally  here  - 
they've  really  helped." 

But  others  agree  with  Barbara  Mas- 
kunasirector  of  a  community  group 
called  Citizens  Alliance  for  Community 
Empowerment,  who  told  the  Bay  Guar- 
dian. 'There's  been  no  tenant  input  into 
this  whole  process  whatsoever,  and 
there's  going  to  be  dissatisfaction  with 
anything  if  they  don't  have  any  input 
into  what's  going  om." 

Kathy  Perry  expressed  the  feeling  of 
many  tenants  when  she  said,  "[JSC] 
wants  to  rehab  Geneva  Towers,  but  [the 
company]  doesn't  care  whether  the 
tenants  are  there  or  not" 

GOING,  GONE 

Since  the  JSC  took  over  Geneva 
Towers,  118  units  have  been  vacated, 
according  to  Mary  Tustin,  spokesper- 
son for  JSC.  And  between  10  and  50 
more  may  become  vacant  by  next  Sep- 
tember through  eviction  or  attrition,  ac- 


cording to  John  Stewart's  recently 
released  master  plan  for  the  complex  n 
all,  22S  of  the  complex's  576  units  are 
empty.  Tustin  said.  JSC  collects  $30  in 
monthly  management  fees  for  each  unit, 
whether  vacant  or  occupied,  according 
to  HUD  documents.  The  units  will 
remain  vacant  until  after  the  towers  are 
renovated. 

Stewart  told  the  Bay  Guardian  that 
"the  attrition  is  mainly  through  nonpay- 
ment and  drug-related." 

Phillips  told  the  Bay  Guardian  that, 
under  the  former  owners,  "there  were 
almost  no  rent-payment  records,  and  it 
became  apparent  that  people  hadn't 
been  asked  to  pay  rent  for  a  long  time." 
But  tenants  and  activists  say  JSC's 
moves  to  bring  things  under  control 
caught  many  innocent  people  in  the 
middle. 

"[JSC]  basically  pulled  the  towel  out 
from  everyone  and  said.  'You're  either 
ready  or  you 're  not,'"  she  added,  "thev 
should  at  least  invest  some  time  to  help 
the  current  tenants  restructure  their 
lives  to  deal  with  the  changes." 

Many  tenants  say  the  company's  ap- 
proach is  too  harsh.  Recently,  for  ex- 
ample, the  company  sent  memos  "to 
tenants,  assigning  each  a  day  on  which 
their  apartment  would  be  fumigated.  If 
noone  was  home,  the  memo  continued, 
exterminators  would  simply  enter  and 
spray  the  apartment.  The  memo  con- 
luded:  "Failure  to  comply  with  our  ex- 
terminating  vour  unit  on  the  date  listed 
will  result  in  you  being  served  with  a 
30-day  notice  to  terminate  tenancy;  for 
you  will  be  in  violation  of  your  lease 
agreement" 

Louise  Vaughn  and  other  tenant  ac- 
tivists said  that  large  numbers  of  vacant 
apartments  fit  in  very  conveniently  with 
JSC's  S50  million  rehabilitation  plan, 
which  calls  for  structural  upgrades; 
removal  of  lead,  asbestos,  and  radon; 
new  heating;  hew  elevators;  enclosed 
balconies;  and  a  new  community  space 
between  the  two  towers.  The  plan 
proposed  moving  all  tenants  to  one 
building  during  the  renovation  -  a 
proposition  that  would  be  much  more 
difficult  if  100  additional  families  re- 
quired temporary  housing. 

The  plan's  proposal  to  convert  half 
the  apartments  from  family  to  sebior 
housing  also  feeds  tenant  fers  out  -  al- 
though the  plan  formally  calls  for  no 
displacement  of  current  tenants. 

TENANT  VOICES 

A  seven  member  resident  council 
elected  last  April  is  the  official  vehicle 
for  tenants  to  influence  Geneva  Towers 
mangement  -  and  eventually,  according 
to  HUD  policy,  to  be  the  vehicle  for 
tenants  to  take  on  more  management 
functions  themselves.  But  observers  - 
including  HUD  officials  -  say  the  coun- 
cil at  Geneva  Towers  has  been  stymied 
by  internal  conflict. 

Three  members  of  the  residents 
council  are  also  members  of  the  Geneva 
Towers  Tenants  Association  (GTTA), 
a  group  highly  critical  of  JSC's  policies. 
"The  management  was  here  for  one  and 
a  halfyears  before  they  even  introduced 
themselves.  We  didn't  know  what  they 
were  doing,"  commented  GTTA  mem- 
bers," commented  GTTA  member  Lor- 
raine Berry.  The  GTTA  members 
criticize  the  rest  of  the  resident  council 
representatives  for  going  alone  with 
JSC. 

The  GTTA  has  organized  several 
demonstrations  against  Stewart's 
management  practices.  JSC 
spokespeople  said  protests  came  from 
the  same  group  of  people  over  and  over, 
and  pointed  to  the  small  turnout  as 
proof  that  critics  lack  widespread  sup- 
port among  the  tenants.  But  GTTA 
leader  Louise  Vaughn  said  protests 
were  small  because  the  atmosphere  at 
Geneva  Towers  "is  like  a  prison,  and 
people  are  afraid  to  speak  out"  She 
said  many  residents  are  intimidated  by 
security  guards,  adding  that  the  guards 
assemble  in  formation  in  front  of 
tbetowers  in  the  morning. 


■HHB 

Geneva  Towers  rise  high  at  Sunny  dale  Ave.  and  Schwerin  St. 


"When  evictions  rise  to  the  level  they 
have  at  Geneva  Towers,  it  has  a  chilling 

effect  on  all  the  tenants.  They're  afraid 
to  raise  their  voices  for  fear  of  eviction." 
said  Mary  Ratcliff.  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  New  Bayview  News,  a  community 
newspaper  that  has  been  following  the 
story  for  a  year. 

Perry,  who  was  a  resident  of 
Northridgc  when  it  became  a  tenant 
cooperative,  said  that  strategy  -  helping 
tenants  take  over  the  building  themsel- 
ves -  is  not  only  better  for  residents,  but 
easier  on  taxpayers. 

JSC's  master  plan  estimates  yearly 
administrative  costs  at  $771,300,  to  be 
paid  by  HUD.  In  a  cooperative,  how- 
ever, Perry  said,  residents  are  trained  to 
manage  and  maintain  the  building 
themselves  and  can  do  the  job  more 
cheaply. 

"[JSC]  is  not  in  the  social  service 
business,"  Perry  said.  "But  tenants  are 
dependant  on  [the  company]  because 
they're  poverty  stricken.  The  tenants 
are  much  more  in  touch  with  their  own 
needs." 

In  addition  to  northridge,  tenants  in 
Glenridge.  another  federally-sub- 
sidized low-income  housing  complex  in 

San  Francisco,  have  formed  a  coopera- 
tive and  are  "on  the  verge  of  closing  a 
deal  with  the  owner"  to  buy  their  build- 


ing, said  Rabdi  Taylor,  executive  direc- 
tor of  SF's  Coalition  for  Low-Income 
Housing.  Tenants  in  three  other  build- 
ings. Diamond  View  and  Vista  Del 
Monte  Apartments  in  Diamond 
Heights,  and  Prince  Hall  in  the  Western 
Addition,  are  now  working  toward  that 
goal,  she  added. 

At  Perry's  request,  Supervisor  Willie 
Kennedy  has  agreed  to  hold  a  bearing 
on  Geneva  Towers  and  JSC's  master- 
plan  proposal,  but  the  hearing  has  not 
yet  been  scheduled. 

Tills  article  originally  appeared  in  the 
March  10, 1993  edition  of  the  San 
Francisco  Boy  Guardia/i,  and  is 
primed  in  the  Grapevine  with  their 
perrnissiotL 

Geneva  Towers  Update 

.rs.  Lucy  Y  White  resigned  from  the 
Geneva  Towers  Resident  Council  board 
of  directors  on  March  26.  She  wishes  to 
express  her  sincere  appreciation  to 
everyone  for  the  support  and  coopera- 
tion she  received  during  her  tenure  in 
office.  Her  departure  came  just  days 
after  the  resignation  of  James  Fisher, 
resident  services  manager  at  Geneva 
Towers. 


A  NEW  START 
HAIR  STUDIO 


SPECIALIZING  IN  COMPLETE  HAIR  CARE 

Men  -  Women  -  Children 
Reasonable  Prices 


CALL  for  an  appointment 
or  COME  IN 


(415)  584-3077 
222  Leland  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA  94134 


